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Minutes of 51st Annual General Meeting (AGM) – Saturday 5 August 2023

Treasurer, Philip Burton opened the Meeting and welcomed everyone in the absence of President, Sue
Thomson.

Attendees: Philip Burton, Joy Gothe, Margaret Tull, Lois Sinclair, Ray Murphy, Robin Murphy, Maree
Phelan, Lorraine Smith, Gwen Corbett, Wilma Blanksby, Brian Duvoisin, Jacqui Duvoisin, John Sebire,
Val Oliver, Ray Oliver, Steve Bartlet.

Apologies: Sue Thompson, Kristyn Jackson, Robin Childs, John Brown, Maria McCarthy.

Minutes of the AGM of 6 Aug 2022 were tabled. Minutes accepted

Moved: Gwen Corbett

Seconded: Maree Phelan

Business Arising:

No Business Arising.

Annual Reports:

President’s Report is tabled and read by Philip Burton, in the absence of Sue Thompson.

Moved: Ray Oliver

Seconded: Gwen Corbett

Treasurer’s Report is tabled and read by Philip Burton.

Moved: Philip Burton

Seconded: Margaret Tull

Court House Report tabled and read by Margaret Tull.

Moved: Margaret Tull

Seconded: Maree Phelan

Sponsors: Stockdale & Leggo, Heritage & Heritage, Paradigm4, Trevor Dudleys, Statewide Locksmiths,
Lilydale Court House is a facility of the Shire of Yarra Ranges
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Multimedia Report tabled and read by Joy Gothe.

Moved:        Joy Gothe

Seconded:   Val Oliver.

      Library Report tabled and read by Margaret Tull, in the absence of Kristyn Jackson.

      Moved:        Margaret Tull 

      Seconded:  John Sebire.

     Queries Report tabled and read by Joy Gothe.

     Moved:        Joy Gothe

     Seconded:   Philip Burton.

     Archive File Report tabled and read Joy Gothe in the absence of Robin Childs.

     Moved:        Joy Gothe

     Seconded:   Robin Murphy  

     Two new Annual Reports have been submitted by Philip Burton.

     Collection Report tabled and read by Philip Burton

      Moved:        Philip Burton

      Seconded:   Lorraine Smith

     Acquisitions Report tabled and Read by Philip Burton

     Moved :       Philip Burton

     Seconded:   Maree Phelan

                                                  General Business

                            Election of Office Bearers for the 2023-2024 year. 

 

The following people were nominated and seconded:

President:         Sue Thompson.    Moved  by   Philip Burton    Seconder: Robin Childs

Vice President: Brian Duvoisin.     Moved  by   Philip Burton     Seconder: Kristyn Jackson

Secretary:         Kristyn Jackson.   Moved  by  Jacqui Duvoisin  Seconder: Philip Burton

Asst. Secretary: Joy Gothe           Moved  by  Brian Duvoisin    Seconder: Philip Burton

Treasurer:         Philip Burton.       Moved  by  Sue Thompson.  Seconder: Robin Childs
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                                                              Committee:

Jacqui Duvoisin: Philip Burton     Seconder: Kristyn Jackson

Margaret Tull:     Moved by  Philip Burton    Seconder: Robin Childs

Robin Childs:      Moved by  Philip Burton    Seconder: Sue Thompson

Maria McCarthy: Moved by  Philip Burton    Seconder: Robin Childs

 

Joy Gothe is stepping down as Secretary, but will be a back up Assistant Secretary when Kristyn
Jackson is absent.

Deb Barber is stepping down from the Committee due to family commitments and we welcome
Maria McCarthy onto the Committee.

    

                                                             Society Representatives:          

           Yarra Ranges Heritage Network: Sue Thompson and Philip Burton ( Philip Reporting)

Moved:          Philip Burton

Seconded:     Ray Oliver

Association of Eastern Historical Societies – Maree Phelan & Margaret Tull

Moved:            Lorraine Smith

Seconded:      Joy Gothe

Courthouse Manager: –  Margaret Tull

Moved:             Philip Burton

Seconded:       Maree Phelan

Deputy Courthouse Manager: –  Kristyn Jackson

Moved:             Lorraine Smith      

Seconded:        Robin Murphy

                                                              Sponsors: Stockdale & Leggo, Heritage & Heritage, Paradigm4, Trevor Dudleys, Statewide Locksmiths,  
                                                                                 Lilydale Court House is a facility of the Shire of Yarra Ranges
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Society Subcommittee – Acquisitions Committee

Philip Burton, John Brown, Sue Thompson

Moved: Jacqui Duvoisin

Seconded: Ray Oliver

New Business

A Motion was put forward by Treasurer Philip Burton to accept and adopt our Child Code of Conduct Policy
that is now a compulsory requirement for Societies to commit to. The Statement of Commitment that has
been drawn up by Philip Burton is as follows: -

Child Safe Code of Conduct - Statement of Commitment

Lilydale & District Historical Society Inc. (LDHS) is committed to the safety and well being of children and
young people (under the age of 18).
We seek to prevent harm of any kind impacting children and young people and have zero tolerance for
racism, child abuse and inequality. Children and young people’s rights, relationships, identity, and culture
must be recognized and respected, their voices heard, and their concerns acted upon.
We seek to provide a safe, supportive, and enriching environment which respects and fosters the dignity
and self-esteem of the children and young people we deliver services to, have contact with, or are
impacted by our work.
LDHS requires all members, visitors, and associates to uphold these commitments.
The Societies Child Safety Officers are Sue Thomson and Margaret Tull.

Moved by Philip Burton and seconded by Gwen Corbett, everyone in Agreement to Adopt the Policy.

Close AGM
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Lilydale & District Historical Society 51st Annual General Meeting
President’s Report 2022 – 2023

Another busy year has finished but it is only when I went back over our various regular reports that I realised
how much we have achieved as a society.

Nothing could be achieved without our hardworking volunteers and committee supported by you, our
members. A special thank you must go to our wonderful sponsors who have faced very difficult times but
never waivered in their on-going support for the society.

For us to continue to operate in the Old Lilydale Court House we have to raise funds each year to keep the
lights, power and gas on and services such as the internet. Your society has six sources of income:
membership, sponsorship, walks, talks, research and photograph sales. Treasurer Phil Burton’s financial
statements reveal how we have travelled this year.

With more and more people feeling more comfortable ex COVID, our tours and walks are gradually
increasing. This is an important way your society promotes our town to the wider community. All of our
activities are listed in Marg Tull’s Court House Report.

Professional Training

We may be a small historical society run by volunteers but in all our operations, Lilydale has adopted the
same standards of state institutions. Throughout the year, Yarra Ranges Council has held various training
programs to increase the professionalism of the volunteers working in the community. Several of our
members have attended the courses in person or online. Every attendee has learnt something new and been
able to evaluate our operations against the best standards.

Speakers

In response to you the members, the society is now organising guest speakers every second month and you
have responded admirably by attending and making the occasions so special. It also provides members and
the wider public the chance to catch up with each other.

The talks have included:

The Grocer and the Baker talk with Harley Brown and Phil Herry which bought back so many memories for
those present on the day. Businesses in a different era.

Maria McCarthy from the Yarra Valley Italian Cultural Group who spoke about their books ‘Dreams from a
Suitcase’ and Italians in the Yarra Valley before 1945 ‘La Terra Promessa”.

Coldstream resident Bruce Rowland (of Man from Snowy River film) and his wife Maria gave a wonderful
talk about his life and work.

Community Involvement

FM Radio: Our monthly radio segment on Eastern radio continues to help us promote our activities.

Yarra Ranges Heritage Network: I have served a further year as chair of the network which comprises
heritage groups from throughout the Yarra Ranges. Seventeen active members to date. As chair it was with
great pride I accepted last September the Australian Museums and Galleries Association (Victoria)’s The
Archival Survival Award for Volunteer-run Organisations (no paid staff) for the network’s ‘Power and the
People: 150 Years of Local Government’.
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The network has also successfully negotiated a new Memorandum of Understanding with Yarra Ranges
Council. The MoU clearly spells out the roles and responsibilities of both parties and more importantly, joint
projects to be undertaken over the next three years. This is so important as council now recognises the value
of history – First Peoples and European – in the present and future planning and development of our
municipality.

Promoting History: Increasingly your society is being called upon to provide the historical perspective to
various council future initiatives. This often involves many hours of work attending meetings and preparing
relevant research for the various council groups to consider.

Most recently is the Community Heart in Lilydale project in which Phil Burton is actively involved. Other
projects have been the Lilydale Structure Plan, the Art & Sole project and Amendment C207 – the heritage
overlay for 20 buildings and places within the Lilydale Township. Your society was commissioned to
provide the research which took many, many hours starting back in 2019. There were two objections – the
olive tree in Cave Hill Road and Heatherlie on Warburton Highway. The Panel Hearing was held this week
and a decision is expected in a few weeks. Finally, most of the historical significant building along Lilydale’s
Main street will have proper heritage protection.

Our trees: One of the unique features of Lilydale is its street trees. Amendment C207 referred to above
includes all of the street trees in Clarke, Main, Castella and Anderson streets and each has been assessed,
photographed and its history recorded. An amazing body of work the council has achieved. As living
breathing things, trees have a finite life, and at the society’s instigation, council has now erected barriers
around our Castella Street trees to stop cars parking hard up against the trees. We were also involved in
discussions about the shire wide Tree Canopy Strategy. For its part, council staff quickly advise/consult with
us if any of our street trees are damaged and need to be removed on safety grounds. In each case we have
asked when a replacement tree will be replanted.

Walks and Tours

Several members are now available for township walks and cemetery tours. It is amazing how often life-long
residents on our walks acknowledge how much they learnt on the tours. The society recently took two groups
of council staff on township walks so they could better understand the fabric of the town they are working in.

Old Lilydale Court House

As members will be aware, our heritage listed home was built in October 1876 complete with a slate roof.
Since moving in in 2011, sections of the roof have leaked causing potential OH & S issues with ourselves
and the U3A and also impacting the fabric of the timbers on the roof and ceiling. After a presentation to
council, staff have been working consultants to find a permanent solution. This will take time, but we hope
this will see an end to plastic buckets placed around the court house when it rains.

For the next 12 months the society will continue its work in the community and invites any member wanting
to help or with suggestions, to contact us direct and have a chat.

President
0475 219 884



Financial Report for 1/7/22 to 30/6/23

Our loss for the year was $54
Below is a breakdown of the major items, from the Profit & Loss statement.

All figures are before GST.

Income $14,804 However, we need to exclude TROVE, which total cost was $12,455. Funded
over 2 years by JAS Trust, being $6,364 in 2022 and $6,051 in2023.

Expenses $21,262
Loss -$6,459

The results we need to look at are.

Income 8,752.18 Profit & Loss figures excluding TROVE
Expenses 8,806.47
Loss -54.29

Income

Sales
2022 2023 Book & merchandise sales are up $235 on previous year.

$1,047 $1,282

Sponsors

2022 2023 Down $282, currently awaiting Statewide Locksmith’s payment of $454. We will
be down $909 next year due to Max & Sharyn Manning retiring and selling
Stockdale & Leggo. We need to find additional sponsors. Will try the new
owners of the real estate business first.

$1,818 $1,536

Research

2022 2023 Down $568 from previous year but depends on what research requests we
receive.

$1,486 $918

Photos
2022 2023 Down $748 from previous year but depends on what requests we receive.

$1,427 $679

Tours & Talks

2022 2023 Up $78 but something we can build on with more walks on a regular basis.
$290 $368



Expenses

Insurance
2022 2023 Increase was $862 mainly due to increasing the contents cover. This is a cost

which will only keep rising in future.
$486 $1,348

Court House running costs
2022 2023 Up $25 but expect costs to rise with increase in electricity & gas.

$1,479 $1,504

Lilydale & District Historical Society Budget 22-23

Income (before GST)
Actual YTD
for 18-19

Actual YTD
for 19-20

Actual
YTD for
20-21

Actual YTD
for 22-23

Budget for
23-24

Actual 24
YTD

Memberships $1,673 $1,309 $1,573 $1,718 $1,600 $-
Book Sales $2,213 $771 $1,177 $1,283 $1,300 $-
Interest $188 $97 $33 $151 $150 $-
Catering $139 $0 $0 $- $0 $-
Christmas Party $255 $206 $0 $209 $200 $-
Donations $2,661 $2,266 $2,021 $1,795 $1,800 $-
Fund Raising $641 $0 $88 $208 $100 $-
Postage $86 $21 $123 $10 $50 $-
Raffles $201 $32 $0 $- $0 $-
Research $1,534 $1,855 $768 $918 $1,000 $-
Tours & Talks $495 $195 $405 $368 $500 $-
Sponsorship $1,709 $1,709 $1,818 $1,536 $1,000 $-
Photocopying $90 $86 $0 $128 $25 $-
Photos $1,604 $1,190 $490 $679 $500 $-
Hire of Court House $45 $0 $- $0 $-
Total $13,534 $9,737 $8,496 $9,003 $8,225 $-
Yarra Ranges Council $0 $0 $0 $- $0 $-
TROVE $0 $6,989 $0 $- $0 $-
Commonwealth -
Computers $4,970 $- $0 $-
Yarra Ranges Council $- $0 $-
Yarra Ranges Council
* $- $-
JAS Fellowship $6,052 $0 $-
Total Income $13,534 $16,722 $13,466 $15,055 $8,225 $-



Lilydale & District Historical Society
The old Lilydale Court House

61 Castella Street
Lilydale VIC 3140

ABN: 48 759 896 459

Created: 21/07/2023 5:52 PM

Balance Sheet
As of June 2023

Assets
Bank of Australia $3,872.07
Bank Aust Term Deposit $5,806.58
PayPal $370.61
Petty Cash $195.80
Assets

Equipment
Equipment $5,940.21
Acc Deprec Equipment -$911.62

Total Equipment $5,028.59
Computers

Computer Equip $4,490.00
Total Computers $4,490.00
Furniture $8,683.94
Acc Deprec Furniture -$1,577.42
Building

Shed $3,634.57
Total Assets $20,259.68
Melba - Important Dates $714.36
As it Happened Vol 1 $564.30
As it Happened Vol 2 $870.20
As it Happened Vol 3 $831.38
As It Happened Vol4 $817.31
Band Rotunda $185.14
History of Trees $375.13
Lilydale - 50 Street Names $689.78
No Tombstones $241.36
Reminiscences of Life Vol 1 $73.08
Reminiscences of Life Vol 2 $128.53
Walk Back in Time $48.63
Lilydale Cemetery Vol 2 $164.61
Lilydale Cemetery Vol 3 $314.55
Lilydale Primary School $361.37
Melba 150th Anniversay $80.00
All Other Publications $7,232.04

Total Assets $44,196.51
Liabilities

GST Liabilities
GST Collected $20,761.58
GST Paid -$20,757.60

Total GST Liabilities $3.98

Total Liabilities $3.98

This report includes Year-End Adjustments.

Page 1 of 2



Lilydale & District Historical Society
The old Lilydale Court House

61 Castella Street
Lilydale VIC 3140

ABN: 48 759 896 459

Created: 21/07/2023 5:52 PM

Balance Sheet
As of June 2023

Net Assets $44,192.53

Equity
Retained Earnings $53,041.84
Current Earnings -$6,458.53
Historical Balancing Account -$2,390.78

Total Equity $44,192.53

This report includes Year-End Adjustments.

Page 2 of 2



LDHS Annual Court House Report for 1st July 2022 - 30th June 2023.
Total Duty Hours in Court House; 2477 Hours. 62 Weeks of Work for the Year!

Total Hours Outside the Court House; 2352 Hours. 59 Weeks of Work for the Year!

Total Hours for the Financial Year 2022/2023; 4829 Hours. 121 Weeks of Work for the Year!

Total Annual Duties done in the Court House; 622 Duties. (Average 52 Duties per month)

The Yearly Average of Volunteers doing the Duties; 15 Volunteers per Month (Total Numbers for Duty 183)

The Total Number of Volunteers doing Extra Hours; 7.7 Volunteers per Month. (Total Numbers for Extra Hours)

The Total Number of Visitors to the Court House for the Year; 175 Visitors. (Average 14.5 Visitors per Month)

General Monthly Meetings, at the Court House, 11 for the Year; 243 Total Attendees, (Average 22 per Meeting)

Monthly Committee Meetings, 11 for the year at the Court House; 151.5 hours, (13.8 hours by 6 members)

Here are the areas and hours our volunteers work on while doing their duty at the Court House.

These areas make up the Statistics for the totals for the year. Here is the list.

Administration

Cataloguing

Cemetery Register

Cleaning & Main

Collection

Committee Meetings

Computer Backup & IT Main

Filing

Indexing

Inquiries

Library

Mthly General Meeting

Multimedia

Newsletter

Other Meetings

Papers

Projects

Radio

Research

Scanning Images

Transcribing

Walk

_____________________

223

56.5

190

86

257.5

151.5

25

235

365.5

33

31

154

2.5

0

68

84

144

26.5

107.5

65.5

170

1

2477

Walks and Talks, at and outside the Court House for the Year.

There were 3 Talks outside the Court House and 4 Town Walk for the
year, 2022-2023.

Monday 3rd October, at 10am, Township Walk, for Seniors Month, by
Phil Burton.

Tuesday 18th October, at 1pm, Cemetery Walk for Seniors Month, by
Phil Burton.

Thursday 9th March at 11am Robin and Phil did a Town Walk for a
group from, Eastern Ranges Retirees.

Tuesday 25th April, Anzac Day Cemetery Walk at 2pm, by Kristyn and
Robin.

Friday 18th November, at 10am was to be a Cemetery Tour for a U3A
group with Sue Thompson and helper, unfortunately the group went

to the Healesville Cemetery by mistake.

Thursday 25th August, Sue Thompson spoke to Eastern Ranges
Retirees, at the Federation Estate in Ringwood.

Monday 14th November, Sue did a Melba talk at Allity Aged Care
Lilydale.

Wednesday 24th May, Sue gave a Melba talk to Probus at Inala
Blackburn South.



LDHS Annual Court House Report for 1st July 2022 - 30th June 2023.(cont’d)

July; A Winter Roster was introduced for July and August, also open hours where reduced over winter to Saturday’s
and Monday’s, with appointments only on Sunday’s. No volunteers rostered on Fridays or Sundays

August; AGM, then a slide show, of photos from the Level Crossing Authority, covering the building of the new
stations at Lilydale and Mooroolbark, and images from Members.

September; Three Society members talked about Heritage Homes they lived in or are living in. They are Lorraine
Smith, Gwen Corbett, and Lesley Cooper.

October; Seniors Month. A video of the opening of the current display; “Working Together“, 150 years of Local
Government, and the Society’s 50th Celebration Photographs.

November; Speakers Phillip Herry, the Baker and Harley Brown, the Grocer, shared their stories about growing up in
Lilydale in the 1930s and 40s, and their association with Brown and Hawkey. The Court House was filled to
overflowing, wanting to hear the stories.

December; The Society’s Christmas party at $20 per person. 22 Society Members attended a delicious
lunch.Unfortunately a plumbing issue required we call Council contract plumbers that attended promptly to address
the problem, also the need for Yarra Valley Water to complete the necessary work. The Court House closed for the
Christmas break on Monday 12th December.

January; The Volunteers THANK YOU! Lunch was on Thursday 12th January with 14 Volunteers attending,
unfortunately some Volunteers were unable to attend. The Court House reopened in the New Year on Friday 13th

January.

February; The launch of the new display boards, titled “Our Town” by our special guest the Mayor, Cr Jim Child.
Each board has a Theme, Carts to Cars,- Blacksmiths, garages, service stations, with today’s images. Everyone Loves a
Parade, All Aboard,- Trains, railway stations, Caring for the Sick,- Hospital Doctors, Melba’s Lilydale, Keeping Fit,-
sports and clubs, yesterday and today, Butchers.

March; The recording of the only radio interview Pamela, Lady Vestey gave to 3LO’s Clive Stark on
November 17th 1996. She wanted to promote her published book, ‘Melba: A Family Memoir. There was a
slide show with images of Pamela Vestey throughout the years.

April; The screening of a DVD of the Yarra Glen & Lilydale Hunt Club from 1900-2000. Showing interviews,
events and activities of the club over it’s 100 year history. Simon Wincer directed the film, he directed TV
series and international films.

May; The special guest speaker, filling in with one day’s notice, when our scheduled speakers Bruce and Maria
Rowland contracted COVID. Maria McCarthy spoke about “ Dreams in a Suitcase”, the stories of local Italian Families
and screened the DVD featuring interviews of some of the family members.

June; The re-scheduled guest speakers, the international musical composer Bruce Rowland and his wife Maria. Their
many stories kept the audience entertained. Those that attended, learnt about the life of a local composer who has
worked around the world but prefers the tranquility of Coldstream, his home of more than 40 years.

Changes were made to the open hours for the Court House mid June. Several volunteers were going to be away a big
part of winter, this meant there wasn’t enough volunteers to have the Court House open for three and a half days.

It was decided to have the Court House open Sunday and Monday and by appointment Friday afternoon and
Saturday. The Committee Meeting and Monthly General Meetings will remain on their usual days and times.

The Society Thanks all our Volunteers for their valuable contribution, their reliability and dedication, rising to the
challenges they face during the year to be a part of the Statistics for the 1st July 2022 - 31st June 2023 year.



LDHS Duty Hours Worked 2022-2023

 July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb March April May June Totals
Administration 15.0 13.5 38.0 0.0 18.5 16.5 21.0 37.5 25.0 11.0 10.0 8.0 214.0
Cataloging 6.5 9.0 5.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 6.0 6.0 11.0 6.0 58.5
Cemetery Registar 25.0 7.0 20.0 10.0 15.0 20.0 15.0 20.0 25.0 15.0 172.0
Cleaning & Main 10.0 8.0 25.0 7.5 5.5 7.0 6.0 10.5 6.0 7.0 13.0 105.5
Collection 43.5 29.0 35.5 5.5 19.5 5.5 12.5 15.5 15.0 28.5 10.0 20.5 240.5
Committee Meetings 25.5 16.0 22.5 12.5 19.0 16.5 10.5 18.0 19.0 12.5 172.0
Computer Backup & IT Main 1.5 9.5 2.0 2.5 1.0 5.5 22.0
Filing 32.5 36.0 5.0 15.0 0.5 22.5 22.0 18.0 20.0 23.5 17.5 212.5
Indexing 45.0 63.0 27.5 30.5 12.5 21.0 29.0 26.0 34.5 27.0 24.5 340.5
Inquiries 13.0 9.5 52.5 5.0 80.0
Library 2.0 5.5 3.0 5.0 6.0 5.0 5.0 31.5
Mthly General Meeting 30.0 5.0 21.5 30.5 18.5 11.5 14.5 20.0 151.5
Multimedia 7.5 7.5
Newsletter 2.5 2.5
Other Meetings 15.0 0.0 7.0 17.5 5.0 15.5 4.0 4.0 68.0
Papers 5.0 14.0 0.0 8.0 5.5 15.5 5.5 12.0 5.0 5.5 76.0
Projects 14.0 24.0 8.0 14.5 5.5 30.5 15.0 10.0 23.0 144.5
Radio 4.0 2.0 2.0 7.5 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 31.5
Research 6.5 13.0 18.5 2.5 18.0 12.0 3.0 10.0 5.5 3.0 92.0
Scanning Images 5.0 5.0 5.0 18.0 5.0 24.0 5.0 1.5 1.5 70.0
Transcribing 13.5 13.0 9.0 11.0 21.0 24.5 32.5 30.5 23.5 178.5
Walk 0.5 0.5 1.0

Totals 220.5 252.0 168.0 226.0 216.0 137.0 209.5 209.0 176.5 238.0 211.5 208.0 2472.0



 
LDHS Extra Duty Hours 2022-2023

 July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb March April May June Totals
Administration 123 82 62.5 70.5 56.5 58.5 57.5 88.5 63.5 46 78.5 51 838
Cataloging 6.5 7 17 30.5
Cemetery Registar 26.5 17 35 14 11 11 57 171.5
Cleaning & Main
Collection 17 10 36 1 2 66
Committee Meetings 2 2
Computer Backup & IT Main 1 2 2 5
Filing 62 8 54 32 46 53 53 56 43 407
Indexing 14 13 10 36 43 10 31 11 11 15 194
Inquiries 4 3 23 6 15 51
Library 2.5 7 3.5 5 2.5 3 3 2.5 29
Mthly General Meeting
Multimedia 3 11 9 3.5 5 31.5
Newsletter 8.5 8.5 17
Other Meetings 2.5 8.5 5 8 5.5 5 1.5 1.5 37.5
Papers 15 6 14 25 21 23.5 26 3.5 134
Projects 34 92 73 21 32.5 16 15 10 10 22 7 332.5
Radio 1 1
Research 31.5 10 12 37.5 10 18.5 16 15 10 10 10 180.5
Scanning Images 5 10 10 5 20 50
Transcribing 7.5 18 4 2 10 33 43 12 10 41.5 181
Walk

Totals 333 277 294.5 330.5 229.5 143 213 217 129.5 185 242.5 164.5 2759



Social Media Report July 2022 to June 2023.

Summary

During the past 12 months we have put up 40 posts onto our Facebook page and 3 posts
on Instagram and 3 posts on the Nellie Melba Facebook Page.

Total followers as of 1 July 2022 were 2,259 on Facebook.

Total followers as of 30 June 2023 were 2,506 on Facebook.

Total followers as of 1 July 2022 were 787 on Instagram.

Total followers as of 30 June 2023 were 799 on Instagram.

Total Followers now on Melba Facebook are 101

Web Page Analytics (Started Dec 2022)

MELBA WEB PAGE Views12100 Sessions 6370 Active users 4970

LDHS WEB PAGE Views 8900 Sessions 4350 Active users 3250

Most Popular Posts of the Year - Facebook & Instagram

*3 of the highest Most Reached posts were -

5 July - Posted from Skye Scotland Soldiers Grave
41,562 reached 257 likes 49 comments 78 shares

23 May - Bruce Rowland Talk - Rescheduled (original post on 27 April 4569 were reached)
25218 reached 64 likes 13 comments 10 shares

8 October – Guest Speakers at our November Meeting – The Grocer & The Baker

2249 reached 63 likes 52 comments 10 shares

*3 of the highest Likes received posts were: -
18 May - Melba’s Birthday
154 likes 37 comments 32 shares 14171 reached

16 March – Lilydale Railway gates & gatekeeper 1985
495 likes 183 comments 26 shares 9648 reached

24 January – New Display - Millsom Garage Photo
162 likes 21 comments 6 shares 2545 reached

Joy Gothe



Annual Library Report 1st July 2022 to 30th June 2023 by Kristyn Jackson

It was not such a busy year for additions to the library as Robin Childs, our archivist, and her team, have
been working on the Lilydale file for quite a long time and there weren’t as many publications from that
file to add to the library.

We have an additional 18 items added to the library this year making a total of 578 titles in our library
comprising, c.d.’s, books and brochures, some publications being out of print and not easily available
elsewhere. Our library is the largest local history collection in the Lilydale district covering the suburbs of
Lilydale, Chirnside Park, Coldstream, Yering, Gruyere, Killara, Seville, Silvan, Montrose and Kilsyth. That’s
quite a wide net and makes our library even more valuable for researchers.

The additions comprised of two c.d.’s and the rest were publications. The stand out titles would be:

 A Century of Service Lilydale RSL Sub-Branch by Anthony McAleer OAM.
 ‘A History, The First 47 Years of the Chirnside Country Club’ by Chris Meyer.
 Michael Tricarico – The Journey Not the Destination’ by Des Tobin.
 The Victorian Historical Magazine June 1943. There is an article written by A. D. Hardy on his

father titled John Hardy An Early Victorian Surveyor.
 The Ephemera Society of Australia with an article about the artist and illustrator Ida Rentoul

Outhwaite
 “Ridgewalk” a report commissioned by the Shire of Yarra Ranges to provide art and cultural

history of the Dandenong Ranges.

The library is available to all society members and members of the public. Our volunteers are only too
happy to help with all enquiries.

Thank You.



QUERIES REPORT AGM 5 AUGUST 2023

During the period 1 July 2022 to 30 June 2023 we had 72 documented queries, (last year 55 queries). One
selected query of interest from each month of the year has been summarized below.

July 2022 - 7 requests

Denise & Martin Brown (Isle of Skye Scotland) were volunteers for Commonwealth War Grave Commission who
regularly tend soldier’s graves. They have been looking for relatives of Ronald Henry Robert Morton who was born in
1923 at Lilydale Victoria. He was a Flight Sergeant in RAAF who died 30 Oct 1943. They wanted to replace a badly
damaged and faded photo in a frame and were hoping we could put them in touch with a family member. With the help
of our Facebook page and the community, a relative was finally located. This touching story was published in the Star
Mail along with a photograph we received of the newly soldier photograph in its frame together with some fresh yellow
roses and the Australian Flag placed proudly on the grave.

August 2022 - 5 requests

Jessica Shorten was writing a book for the Melba Support Services and wanted information and photos that we might
have regarding their history in the district, what we have about their history. The Melba Centre is celebrated their 50th
birthday last year. Sue organized a time for her to visit us and she spent a Sunday afternoon at the Courthouse obtaining
information for her book, we received a donation of $20.00.

September 2022- 7 requests

Kathryn Burton was researching the Kidgell family and was after information/photos of Ebenezer Kidgell (1845 – 1902), his
2nd wife Annette Maria Kidgell (1855 – 1932) and their eldest son Claude Wheeler (William) Kidgell (b 1884 in Lilydale). Sue
did some research and told her that we could not help with images but we have a lot of information about where they lived, the
local business, & and community activities they were involved in etc, we then told Kathryn that we have information on
Ebenezer and also letters from a descendant who lives in Pakenham. She was very excited and paid us $200.00 for our time.
The Kidgell family is now a lot more than just a name in our archives thanks to her inquiry.

October 2022 – 10 requests

Dawn Gringhuis contacted us, she is a descendant of the Maggs family who resided in Castella St Lilydale in the past. Her
Grandparents were Jack and Lily Maggs who raised 11 children there in the early 1900’s. She attached information for our
records of a copy of an article she have put together about her Uncle John David (“Jack”) Maggs who was a soldier in the 2/22
Battalion Lark Force and he died on Rabaul in 1942. She had access to his letters home and wanted to prepare a story for her
grandchildren who ask of him when they have Anzac Day events for their schools. She hoped it may be useful for our archives
should anyone wish to understand the experiences of her Uncle Jack. She was thanked very much for her wonderful account
of her uncle’s service in World War II. We put a copy in our Archive files under his name and also one into our Library.

November 2022 – 4 requests

Alan Wade asked if we had information & about a William Button, a gardener, who died at Lilydale in 1925. aged about 84.
William's first wife was Mary Ann Nichols, his 2C3xR, born in London, England, who went to Australia with her sister Rebecca
in 1869. Mary Ann died in 1880. Had 3 children - Rachel, Ada Matilda and Florence Angelina, after Mary he married Mary Ann
Padgham, born in 1835, who died at Lilydale in 1917. He was able to visit the courthouse and Sue assisted him in his
research.



                                                     December 2022 – 5 requests

Lexene Baker was looking for the Tooley & Douthie family who had signed the woman's rights petition and are looking
for signatures, also was querying if the image on Suffrage page was Jacob John Tooley.  Sue replied that image on the
Suffrage home page sadly is not  the  Douthie/Tooley family,  nor does our website carry their  signatures.  She was
directed  to the PROV Suffrage pages for that information. Lexene replied  cam back to us with a big thank you as she
had located her families signatures on the Suffrage documents.

                                                     January 2023 -  6 requests.

Christina Colwell inherited a hand painted enamel brooch of a Kiwi, with handwritten signature on the back signed Nellie
Melba. The brooch was from her Grandmother through her mother, Birdeen Groom.  She wanted our confirmation that  this
signature is indeed that of Nellie Melba, Sue replied that she is no handwriting expert but it looks like Melba's signature from
the attached copy of her signature that she sent to Christina,

                   February 2023– 5 requests

Kimberley Seedy from the Leader News rang Sue Thompson wanting information on the Lilydale Hotels.  Sue sent her a lot 
of information on the History of Lilydale's 3 Hotels.  

                                                     March 2023 -  14 requests

Warwick Kemp from South Australia was inquiring about a photo he had of 2 women at the VAOC post in Lilydale. The
Volunteer  Air  Observers  Corps was set  up by the RAAF in  Dec 1941 and disbanded completely  in  April  1946.  It
performed much of the role that radar does today.  He believed they were Margaret Lorraine Geddes and Cecilia Gibson
and asked for our help confirming their identity. Sue did some research on the VAOC and we also posted the photo on
Face book.  Our  post  was located on the  south-west  corner  of  Hardy  and Anderson streets  in  Lilydale.  The lined
weatherboard  building  measured  12ft  by  10ft  and  included  outhouses.  So  with  the  help  of  our  members  and  the
community we were able to confirm the identity of the 2 ladies and also to put together a wonderful story which we
published in our May Newsletter. 

                 April 2023  - 2 requests

Ruth Macleod’s paternal ancestors were Burton’s. Ebenezer owed the Funeral services, and her father's mother Ruth
Burton lived in Lilydale, she was born in Warrenheip. She married James Pretty in 1888. Wanted to know if we had any
council records of James or Ruth before and after 1888 in the area?  Sue found rate books showed his occupation as
shopman and living in a rented home in Anderson Street in December 1889. and that his occupation as engine driver, he
may have worked at Cave Hill or on the Victorian Railways as the line to Lilydale opened in 1881.

      May 2023 – 2 requests

Jennifer Deschamps from Liverpool UK contacted us about her Grandfather, William Louis Deschamps (Dunne) and her
Great Grandfather was Louis Deschamps.  Her father passed down a Deschamps coat of arms, but it has been lost over
the years and asked, do we have a Record of it and do we have photo of the Deschamps family. Could not locate Family
Crest in our files.  Informed her that we do have several images of various members of the family and the Olinda
vineyard and wine hall  Sue also requested more information and sent brochure of our research costs and suggested
she look at TROVE for the family arms..

                                                     June 2023 -  5 requests

Kathy Cook from Ulverstone TAS have any information about butchers in Lilydale in the 1920s? Her father Aubrey 
Best worked for his uncle in the 1920s as an apprentice butcher and would like to know if the uncle was a Mr 
Williams (?first name) or a Mr Cooper (?first name). she is after confirmation that a butchery business in Lilydale 
was owned by a Mr Williams or a Mr Cooper in the 1920s, sue sent our Brochure with research costs.

Joy Gothe



Annual Archive Report AGM August 2023 by Robin Childs

This year we have finally finished all the ‘L’ files, approx. 400 in total, and most files
containing 150 items or more to be added to the spreadsheet. We are now into the Montrose
files.

Some of the files completed are the Lillydale Shire, Lillydale Councillors, Lillydale Lake,
Lilydale Bowling Club. Lilydale Tennis Club, Lilydale Football Club| Lilydale Fire Brigade, just
to name a few.

I would like to thank Andrew for his input in the filing system and his hard work during the
year, we will miss him.

We also have sorted and filed all the files Sue has brought in from her collection, and will
continue to work our way through the rest of the cabinets.

Robin



Collection report 1/7/2022 to 30/6/23

We have 3,213 items catalogued in total.

Last year we added 438 items to the collection.

When you consider each item can take over an hour to complete, some much longer.

Which consists of writing up a worksheet, then filing in the collection, followed by adding the item to
the collection spreadsheet, this is a considerable contribution from volunteers.

Some of the interesting items were

Ken Scott donation of invitations etc., he was the Shire of Lillydale’s engineer before becoming their
CEO.

Yarra Grange Concert tickets, posters & programmes.

Acquisitions report 1/7/2022 to 30/6/23

For the year there was 20 donations.

Major items being: -

Lions Club of Lilydale record of events from 1973 to 2021.

Montrose Tennis Club including minute books, committee records etc.

Plus, various other items from photographs & scans, postcards, books, menus & invitations etc. from
various donors.

By Philip Burton


