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Contacts 

Sue Thompson (President) 0475 219 884   Joy Gothe  (Secretary) 0405 128 964 

Lorraine Smith 03 9735 1104 

Email: info@lilydalehistorical.com.au   Website: lilydalehistorical.com.au 

Melba website: nelliemelbamuseum.com.au  Email: info@nelliemelbamuseum.com.au 

 

Meeting Dates for 2022 

The society meets on the first Saturday of each month. This year the dates are: March 5, April 2, May 7, 

June 4, July 2, August 6, September 3, October 1, November 5,  December 3. 
  

Working Together 150 Year of Local Government 
 
After two years of uncertainty, Lilydale &District Historical Society is back to normal…… well the COVID version of it. 
Our first meeting in February also coincided with the launch of our first new display in two years -Working Together 150 
Years of Local Government -which was attended by various members of the community groups that contributed a story 
and images to the display. Each had the added responsibility of unveiling their display board. 
Now, everyone is welcome to visit our home at the Old Lilydale Court House and learn more about 18 groups from 
Seville, Coldstream, Lilydale, Montrose and Kilsyth. Each responded to our invitation to be part of the display via their 
local township group. The display is their stories of working together with the council to support and develop their group. 
Also on display is our belated 50th anniversary originally scheduled for 2021. The society’s display traces the stories of 
some key activities the society has been involved in during its 50-year history. Formed in 1971 to help the Shire of 
Lillydale celebrate its centenary in 1972, the society continues to work closely with council and the local community on 
current projects. 
Some projects society members are involved in include the Inspiro Art & Sole Project; Lilydale Structure Plan; Lilydale 
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Reserve & Melba Park Committee of Management; Beautification of Main Street; Lilydale Heritage Study and the Yarra 
Ranges Heritage Network. 
  

 

  

 

Due to COVID our launch was held outside. 
Above left: some of our guests and members and above right: Eddie Tichelaar (right) of Montrose Fire Brigade and 
Robert Bethell (left) from Coldstream Fire Brigade after unveiling their emergency services display. 
  

 

Yarra Ranges Heritage Network 
 
Last year heritage groups across the Yarra Ranges elected Sue Thompson as its new Chair to replace the late Phil 
Garland. The network aims to work together to promote and preserve the history of the municipality and provide support 
for each other. 
On March 16 the work of these 17 groups will be on display at the launch of the Power and the People 150 Years of Local 
Government exhibition at the Memo in Healesville. Each group has selected a facility, project, event or service in their 
area which demonstrates the value of the partnership between council and the local community which turned dreams into 
reality. 
The exhibition wouldn’t have been possible without the partnership of the network and the council which provided the 
funding for it through its Arts and Heritage Grants for Community program. 
Be sure to visit the exhibition which was going to various venues throughout Yarra Ranges for the rest of this year. 
Go to www.lilydalehistorical.com.au and check out our News & Events page. 
  

Dandy Dick Comes to Town 
  by Joy Gothe 

  
While researching the Lilydale Express recently the heading Dandy Dick comes to town on an advertisement made me 
stop and read further. It certainly made me “laugh out loud”. I took a copy and came back later to find out some more 
about the performance which was to be put on hold until a later date due to the intervention of the great flood of 1923. 
An earlier edition of the Lilydale Express back in August 1923 mentioned the Lilydale Amateur Dramatic Company was 
starting to be involved in rehearsals. 
The play was scheduled for Saturday October 13, but the rain that started on the Thursday prior to the play soon became 
incessant and caused massive flooding throughout Melbourne and the Lilydale district. Unfortunately “Dandy Dick” was 
postponed until Saturday November 3. 
The organisers decided to put on a dance in place of the play which was very successful and also raised much needed 
funds for the swimming and bowling clubs, 
The November “Dandy Dick” Advertisement is below and is easier to read than the original one from October. I certainly 
would have loved to see those flappers flap. 
  
LILYDALE INUNDATED - WATER DEEP IN HOUSES 
Lilydale is experiencing the worst flood known here for 30 years. The Olinda Creek has overflowed the lower portions of 
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the main street and the water is several feet deep in many of the houses. Rescue and salvage parties have been out during 
the afternoon and are intending to continue the work throughout the night. About 80 men are at work in all kinds of 
vehicles. 
The Lilydale railway station is almost entirety cut off from the town by the flood waters. The main road to Healesville is 
impassable owing to the overflow from the Yarra River, and the road to Warburton has been inundated by the Woori 
Yallock Creek. About 3 miles from Lilydale, in the direction of Melbourne, the main road has been covered by the Brushy 
Creek waters. The road at this point is nearly impassable, and the water is still coming down. The creeks are rising at 
about an inch an hour. 

The Argus, Saturday 13th October 1923, page 31 
  
NOTICES 
In common with many other places Lilydale’s big events were scheduled for Saturday last were both postponed - the 
Grand Final Football match between Lilydale and Healesville of “Dandy Dick: by the Lilydale Amateur Dramatic 
Company. The latter event being postponed mainly on account of some of the company being confined to their beds 
(including the principals) but is scheduled for Saturday fortnight November 3rd and its prolonged rendition should make it 
doubly interesting and more eagerly looked forward to. Excitement will be just as intense, and if played up to the 
standard of its last performance by this company will be thoroughly enjoyed by a packed house. Be there at the barrier 
rise or you may miss your opportunity of witnessing this great public favourite. The Rev. Jedd will be there to pronounce 
his blessing. 

Lilydale Express, Friday 19th October 1923, page 3 
  
SUCCESSFUL DANCE AT THE ATHENAEUM HALL 
In view of the postponement the organisers decided to alleviate the public’s disappointment to some extent by holding a 
Dance at the Athenaeum Hall instead.  With a great deal of flood waters still in evidence on the Saturday morning little 
hope of success was held out, but the promoters were agreeably surprised to see a gathering of 70-80 couples lining up at 
the hall in the evening. The flood waters luckily had started to disappear and this combined with the fact that it was the 
only form of amusement held that night were the main factors of the success. As a result of this effort the Bowling and 
Swimming Clubs benefited to the extent of £2/6/-.  

Lilydale Express, Friday 19th October 1923, page 1 
  

 
  



 

 

Lilydale Express, Friday 19th October 1923, page 1 
 



 

 

Lilydale Icon Vol II, page 47. 

Excerpts from the review in the Lilydale Express after November’s much awaited Performance: 
- “Saturday Nights performance was indeed packed to the utmost capacity, and it is perfectly safe to say that each and 
every member of the audience was decidedly enthusiastic  and found enjoyment in every moment of the play.’” 
- “From the smallest part to that of lead role each individual member of the company performed exceedingly well, the 
whole thing being an unqualified success” 
- “The leading characters  - the Rev. Jedd (Mr Ralph Goode) his sister Georgiana, (Miss Sheehan)  and Sir Tristram 
Mardon (Mr Ted Thompson) were just as good and refreshing as ever. 
The entertainment was in aid of two local institutions, the bowling club and the swimming club and as a result they will 
benefit to the extent of £20 providing £10 each” 

Lilydale Express, Friday 9th November 1923 
The Play 



 

Dandy Dick is a 3 Act farce written by Arthur Wing Pinero, first performed at the Royal Court Theatre, Sloane Square, 
London in 1887 which met with most favourable reception.  In America no very great success was achieved; whereas in 
Australia its reception was so enthusiastic that it ran for quite an unusual time both in Melbourne and Sydney 

Ebook of Dandy Dick Play 1893  Introductory Note: December 1899  Malcolm C. Salaman (Google Books) 
  

 The Play depicts the complications  arising when a respectable clergy man is persuaded to bet on a horse race to subsidise 
building works on his church. Dandy Dick of course is actually the race horse. 
A 1973 version broke box office records featuring Alistair Sim and Patrica Routledge (Hyacinth Bucket -pronounced 
Bouquet from “Keeping up Appearances”). Patricia has also done the play as a BBC broadcast several times. 

Wikipedia – History of Play “Dandy Dick” 
  

Maybe the now Lilydale Athenaeum Theatre Company will produce an updated version of the Play for the Lilydale 
District to enjoy again in the near future. 
  

 

Mount Burnett Observatory 50th Birthday 
By Deb Barber 

At LDHS we are so lucky to have many talented members with various skills and interests. One of our newest members 
Deb is the volunteer Outreach Coordinator at the Mount Burnett Observatory near Emerald. 
  

  

Mount Burnett Observatory is just a short 30-minute drive from the Lilydale township. MBO, as it is known, is a Not-For-
Profit astronomical society based at Mount Burnett in the Dandenong Ranges. The Observatory was originally built in 
1972 by students from Monash University. Hence it is the 50th anniversary this year which will be celebrated by an Open 
Day on March 26, 2022. 
MBO formally took over the site in 2011and has built it up to a thriving community Observatory.  MBO aims to preserve 
the facility and to use it to promote Astronomy and Science to the broader community. 



 

 
What can I do at MBO? 
1. Young Observers Club 
MBO runs a children’s program called Young observers. It is split into two age groups, the younger “Novae” group for 
children aged 5 to 8 and the “Supernovae” group for children aged 9 to 15. Some activities encountered in these groups 
are: practical lessons on how to use a telescope, craft and games with Space themes, learning how to read star charts and 
keeping up with the latest news in the Astronomy world. 
 
2. Outreach program 
One of MBO's strengths is it dedicated team of volunteers who run sessions for schools, scouts and community groups, as 
well as public viewing nights. Not all volunteers are experts. Some came along to a public viewing not knowing which 
end to look through a telescope, now they are some of our most knowledgeable members! All it takes to volunteer is a 
willingness to share your passion for astronomy with others. Some of our young children have become volunteers as well. 
  

  

 

3. Radio Astronomy. 
  
We listen to the Universe! Radio Astronomy is a branch of astronomy that studies celestial objects at radio frequencies. 
The MBO group have a number of projects on the go which includes; Radio Jove (emissions from Jupiter), Hydrogen line 
radio asymmetry, Magnetometry and several other interests that people bring to the club. You can read more at 
https://rag.mbo.org.au/ 
 
4. Deep Sky Group 
Discovering galaxies, nebulae, globular clusters and other amazing deep sky objects. 
  



  

 

5. Astro-arts Group 
Get your creative juices running with our Astro-arts group. We conduct group projects, our own projects or just chatting 
about art, the cosmos and more projects on the horizon. 
As a member of MBO you get access to all the above, fortnightly Zoom education and fun (trivia) nights, fortnightly 
Member viewing nights and so much more. 
Visit mbo.org.au for more information and also visit the MBO shop where merchandise can be purchased online. 
  

The Fine Web of Family History & the Power of 

Historical Societies 
by Kristyn Jackson 

  
My Starbuck family emigrated from Hickling, Nottinghamshire, England to Melbourne in 1849 with only Joseph 
Starbuck and his daughter Mary surviving the voyage. 
 
The ship, the James T Foord, was known as the cholera ship and many died during the voyage, including Joseph’s wife 
Jane and three children. During my research I contacted the Hickling Local History Group with some queries that I had. 
Members of the Hickling group were excited to hear from me as I filled in blanks that they had regarding the Starbuck 
family. 
 
Many emails flew back and forward with a wonderful exchange of information to the point where one member told me 
she currently lives in a house built in the late 1800’s by a Starbuck descendant. 
 
From the time that I first contacted Hickling LHG they have had enquiries from New Zealand, London/Germany and 
USA about the Starbuck family. Just recently the descendant in Pennsylvania USA has explained that she descends from a 
Starbuck from Nantucket. 



 

 
I was wondering why that seemed important to her so on googling Nantucket USA I realized her interest lay in the story 
of  Moby Dick written by Herman Melville. As a refresher, the story is about Captain Ahab hunting the white whale that 
bit off his leg on a previous voyage. He loses all reason in his drive for revenge and puts his ship and crew in dangerous 
situations. 
 
Captain Ahab’s first mate was a man named Starbuck and was thought to be fashioned on the important Quaker Starbuck 
whaling family of Nantucket. 
Further to the family history angle is Starbuck Island in the south Pacific, named by Obed Starbuck (1797-1882). 
 
Interestingly, Obed sailed from Nantucket off the north east coast of the USA to the Pacific Ocean whaling in 1822-1824. 
I guess there was only one route he could have taken and that’s around the tip of South America, a long way to go to hunt 
whales and harvest precious whale oil. 
  

 

South Wandin Road / Mangans Road 

By John P Brown 

Patrick Mangan was born in County Clare, Ireland in 1831. He emigrated to Melbourne with his mother, two brothers and 
three sisters around 1856/1857, arriving in Victoria at the age of 25. 

His family owned and ran Grocer shops in Dryburgh and Molesworth Streets in Hotham (now, North Melbourne). 

Patrick purchased Lot 1 Section 28 Parish of Yering, County of Evelyn (South Wandin Road) at William Perry’s Auction 
Rooms in Collins Street Melbourne on 31 May 1860. His future father-in-law Denis Murphy was there also and 
purchasing Lot 5, Lot 6 and Lot 7 in Section 1, Main Street Lillydale on the same day. 

 



 

Patrick Mangan purchased Lot 1 of section 28. Couortesy SLV. 

 

Patrick married Ann Frances Murphy aged 22, fourth daughter of 10 children born to Denis and Ellen Murphy (nee 
Condon). Ann was born in Melbourne in March 1839 and baptised in May of that year at St Francis Church, Lonsdale 
Street, Melbourne and was residing with her parents at ‘Rathealy‘, their property on Coldstream West Road, Coldstream 
(Lot 13 Parish of Yering County of Evelyn purchased in 1852), at the time of her marriage. Patrick was 30 years old when 
they were married at St Francis Church in Melbourne on 6 April 1861. Their marriage certificate states they both resided 
at Yering and his occupation was a farmer. Patrick and Ann had their first child in 1862 at the property they named 
‘Woodside’ which was also known as Mangans Farm, and subsequently had 8 more children there. 

 

 

Ann Frances Mangan nee Murphy. Images courtesy Brown - Mangan Collection. 



 

Initially there was a three roomed slab hut with a rammed earth floor built, the largest room being the kitchen. Along one 
wall was a large fireplace which had chains hanging at different heights from the ceiling on which the kettles and cooking 
utensils would hang. It had wide hobs and hearth to lift cooked food off safely (this was demolished in the 1930s) and was 
situated behind the current house. There was a 2 roomed paling (weatherboard) house built in the 1870s which consisted 
of a lounge room with large brick open fireplace and bedroom with central corridor, with a front and side verandah. The 
back part of the house consisted of a further 6 rooms, and was added onto the original 2 rooms c1900 by the Madden 
family, cousins originally from ‘Fermoy‘ on Medhurst Road Gruyere. The weatherboards were milled from trees felled on 
the property. 

 

 

Woodside in 1974.  Images courtesy Brown - Mangan Collection. 

Patrick died three days before his 16th wedding anniversary at the age of 46 on the 2 April 1877. Dying without a will he 
left his widow Ann Frances aged 38 years with 8 children ranging from Mary Ellen 15, William John 12, Daniel 10, 
Annie 8, Margaret Frances 6, Patrick Timothy 4, Catherine Bridget 2 years and Dennis 6 months, to support. They had 
had 9 children in total but lost their second child, Michael at 3 months in 1864. Patrick had purchased from the Crown, 
another 96 acres (Lot 2 Section 28 Parish of Yering County of Evelyn) in 1870 which he was yet to pay off when he died. 
Ann Frances did not become dispirited and with the help of her family she paid off the 5 Guineas on time after Patrick’s 
death. 

Ann was very self-sufficient, baking her own bread, making butter, carrying her washing to a dam on the property to wash 
clothing until a well was built close to the house. Ann also played a piano accordion and often provided music for 
impromptu surprise parties and gatherings. Her sons worked on and off the farm and other farms within the district, they 
also worked interstate on farms, droving and mining. They also sold wood to local bakery’s and to David Mitchell for his 
lime kilns, they grew crops of wheat and maize for fodder plus ran cattle, sheep, horses, and kept pigs, chickens and geese 
on their property. The daughters all at different times were housekeepers at ‘Woodside’ keeping things running while 
their brothers were away working. 

Ann lived at ‘Woodside’ until she died aged 61 at her sister Ellen Griffin’s home in Mooroolbark on the 9 October 1900. 



 

‘Woodside’, the 192-acre property was bounded by South Wandin Road and the Three Chain Road which was to become 
Old Gippsland Road. The road known as South Wandin Road was officially named Mangans Road circa 1930s in the 
lifetime of Patrick Timothy Mangan, seventh child of Ann Frances and Patrick Mangan and father of Anne Mary and 
Catherine Patricia Mangan in acknowledgment and recognition of him helping start Croydon Market and to his family 
who were early white settlers of the district. He would drove his cattle, horses, and sheep via Hull Road to Croydon to be 
sold with my mother as a girl on her horse. 

There was a small subdivision in 1924 of blocks facing Old Gippsland Road but the original property was subdivided into 
10-acre blocks and those lots were sold from 1963-1969. In this subdivision two new roads were created and were made 
by Rowland John Brown who drove his grader to Lilydale from the Mornington Peninsula and was the husband of 
Catherine Patricia Mangan. 

Roach Road, named after Catherine Roach (nee Mangan) eighth child of Patrick and Ann Frances Mangan; and 

Anne Street, named after Anne Mary Mangan the daughter of Patrick Timothy and Nellie Agnes Mangan (nee Higgins) 
and Annie fourth child of Ann Frances and Patrick Mangan. 

The family were proud Irish Catholics who were original parishioners of St Patrick’s Church, Lilydale and were original 
members of the local Hibernian Society (The Hibernian Australian Catholic Benefit Society was a church-based support 
network). They had many family connections within the Yarra Valley and were friends of many of the early white settler 
families of the district. 

I would like to acknowledge my mother Catherine Patricia Brown (nee Mangan) who spent many years doing research 
and wrote a lot of the oral family history with my Aunt Anne Mary Mangan who was the last of the Mangan family 
buried at the Lilydale lawn Cemetery (10 February 2017) in unmarked graves, a family tradition of prayers by the 
graveside and no unnecessary adornments. 

 

New Stations at Mooroolbark and Lilydale 
by Marg Tull 

  
On Friday, November 19, 2021, the 2 new stations of Mooroolbark and Lilydale were opened with trains running again! 
The Manchester Road and Maroondah Highway Level Crossings have been consigned to history, with traffic flowing 
freely beneath two rail bridges on the Lilydale Line. 
 
The ticketing offices, waiting rooms, and toilets were also opened at both the elevated Stations. 
More than 53,000 vehicles travelled through these level crossings each day, where the boom gates were down for up to a 
quarter of the morning peak. Early works started in May 2020, the final designs released in December 2020. 
 
During a two- month construction blitz, crews installed Station platforms with canopies covering 70% of their surface 
area, new station entrances, stairwells, and lifts, ensuring locals have access to up-to-date modern facilities during their 
commute. 
 
There are features in both stations including Coldstream Stone cladding, a commemorative artwork at Mooroolbark, and 
bluestone paving inside station concourses. Works will continue in 2022, with completion mid 2022, adding finishing 
touches to each station and completing the multi-level car park at Mooroolbark. 
 
With the stations open they will begin landscaping works, including revitalization of new community spaces and planting 
60,000 trees, shrubs and grasses. 
 
This information is from the Level Crossing Removal Project website. 



 

 

Mooroolbark Railway Station before its replacement by the Level Crossing Removal 
Authority. 

 

 

The new Mooroolbark Station 2021. Image courtesy Jason East. 

Stay in Touch 
The society has several ways you can stay up-to-date with what is happening in and around Lilydale and the society. 



 

Below are the main links: 
https://lilydalehistorical.com.au and go to our News & Events tab. 
LDHS Facebook https://www.facebook.com/LilydaleandDistrictHistoricalSocietyInc/ 
LDHS Instagram https://www.instagram.com/lilydalehistoricalsociety/  
Melba Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Nellie-Melba-Museum-100830911825907 
For Melba Instagram https://www.instagram.com/nelliemelbamuseum/ 
  

 

 

 

Please support our loyal sponsors below 
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