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During our second lockdown 
due to the Coronavirus we were 
alerted by one of our committee 
members on their daily 
walk around the town, at the 
beginning of September they 
had noticed the commemorative 
brass plaque was missing 
from the iron tree guard that 
surrounds the Mafeking tree 
in Melba Park. This plaque as 
far as we are aware had been 
attached since the 1900s.

This travesty was reported 
to the Yarra Ranges Council 
Heritage officer, who then 
reported the plaque missing to the 
local police.

As a Society we decided to 
report that the commemorative 
plaque was missing on our 
Facebook page Lilydale & District 
Historical Society inc. We were 
overwhelmed by our followers 
support of this post and their 
anguish that a piece of important 
heritage was missing.

The post with a image of the 
plaque, tree guard and tree was 

Theft of our Town’s History

The plaque which was on the surround of our historic 
Mafeking tree.

shared 352 times and reached 80,316 people 
plus 73 comments of dismay at this type of 
vandalism.

The message was spread wide and far 
in the hope that somebody may know it’s 
whereabouts. 

Unfortunately due to lockdown and curfew 
the absence of people moving around our town 
allowed somebody to think they could do this.

We are hoping that there will be a 
replacement plaque placed somewhere near the 
Mafeking tree in the near future.

AGM
The LDHS AGM 
will be held on 

Saturday, December  
5 at 1pm via Zoom 
and the telephone.

Go to page 11 for 
details.

https://lilydalehistorical.com.au/membership-donations-lilydale-district-historical-society-inc/%250D
www.facebook.com/lilydaleandDistrictHistoricalSocietyInc/
https://lilydalehistorical.com.au/other-merchandise-lilydale-district-historical-society-inc/
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We can advise and arrange insurances on 
your behalf including Home & Contents, 
Private & Commercial Motor Vehicle, 

Farm, Business Insurance, Liability and 
much more. 

When your  insurances are due for Re-
newal give us a call.

Wilkinson Insurance Brokers
286 Main Street, Lilydale

Telephone: 9735 6333 Fax: 9735 3544

Keep up to date
If you want to find out more information about the 
society, our local history, its people and places or 
about Dame Nellie Melba go to:
www.lilydalehistorical.com.au or 
www.nelliemelbamuseum.com.au

Display online
Our display Writing for the Future is still up on line 

for people to download and read The authors are: Leigh 
Blackburn, Ruby Kwijas, Keith Lithgow, Jack Lundy-
Clark, Val Sheehan, Sandy Ross and Pamela Vestey.

Also check out all our on-going activities at our news 
and events page on our website 

www.lilydalehistorical.com.au

Pre-loved books
As we are going through our collection, archive and 

library, we have discovered we have duplicate copies 
of various books. These are now for sale. More will be 
added in the coming weeks.

Vice President Resigns
It is with great sadness I 

announce that our senior Vice 
President Florence Shaw is 
moving so has resigned from our 
committee.

A Lilydale resident  since a 
teenager, Florence has been a 
wonderful volunteer working both 
in the Old Lilydale Court House 
and from home.

Wanting to help us, Florence 
volunteered to learn how to do spreadsheets and then 
proceeded to put all of our collection catalogue onto 
Excel for us.

Her work is saving others many hours every year 
because we can quickly find an item, its location and all 
the information from the work sheet.

We will all miss Florence’s happy disposition and her 
willingness to help no matter what needs to be done. 
Thank you Florence

Sue Thompson 
Image above: Philip Burton and Florence Shaw at our display 
at the Lilydale Show in November, 2017.

Season’s Greetings
On behalf of the committee of the Lilydale & District 

Historical Society we wish all our members, fellow 
societies and our sponsors a joyous Christmas with 
family and friends and let’s all hope 2021 is  a successful 
and less stressful year.

https://lilydalehistorical.com.au/news-events-lilydale-district-historical-society-inc/
https://lilydalehistorical.com.au/
https://lilydalehistorical.com.au/other-merchandise-lilydale-district-historical-society-inc/
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Honouring our District’s Brick making Industry
Phil Burton

* Sue Thompson is our representative on this group. 

A win for red brick at Lilydale
The members of the Lilydale Stakeholder Liaison 

Group (SLG) have played a driving role in ensuring 
the historical red bricks of Lilydale feature in the final 
design of the new Lilydale Station precinct. Red bricks 
of Lilydale’s local history; the John Street bridge and 
Lilydale Station platforms are current examples of where 
you can spot a red brick or two.

Thanks to the SLG members*, designs have 
been amended to acknowledge Lilydale’s links 
to red bricks. They will be used to create seating 
near the existing Lilydale Station building. The 
vicinity of the heritage listed building provides 
the perfect setting for the bricks to live on for 
years to come. 

Reprinted from the latest issue of the Level Crossing 
Removal Project (Issue 3 – October 2020)

Brick making was a thriving industry for 
Lilydale in the 1880s, with 7 brickworks 
surrounding the town as shown in the below 
map. The last only closing in the early 1970s. 
The area was idea for building bricks an 
abundance of  good quality clay, lime stone from 
Cave Hill and timber from the local forests to 
fuel the kilns.

Following is some of Lilydale’s building built 
with local bricks which are still standing today.

William Hand’s Brick Yards - Victoria 
Coffee Place, the original 
Methodist Church, McIntyre’s 
home, Church of England and 
the home called The Towers

Henry Hyne’s  Brick 
Yards - Original State School, 
Church of England, Crown 
Hotel, Bush Nursing Hospital 
and Lilydale Gas Works.

John Cook’s Brick 

Yard - Original Police Station, State School, Original 
Hutchinson’s Store, Original Shire Hall.

William Mortimer’s Brick Yard - Louis Deschamps 
Wine Hall.

Information taken from Bricks by the Millions written 
by Sandy Ross in 1996.
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A rare Covid sight - an empty Castella Street, Lilydale. 
4 September 2020 Castella Street looking South directly 
outside Old Lilydale Court House. John Brown image

Library Report
Kristyn Jackson

There have been no additions to our library as I 
need to attend the courthouse to complete these tasks. 
So instead I have a local history tale to tell.

The Story of Jasper Simpkins
I found out 

about Jasper 
Simpkins whilst 
researching my 
family history 
through a U3A 
genealogy class. 
He was my two 
times Great 
Grandfather, 
born in 1851, 
and he worked 
on the Lilydale 
Warburton 
railway in 1900. 
On the 28th 
March 1900 
Jasper was the 
‘gang’ boss 
working about 
13 miles from 
Lilydale where they 
were “working at stone in a slatey reef”. 

 Jasper was in charge of setting the blasting powder 
and detonator to clear the stone. A pannikin was used 
to “dip” the powder out of the keg to charge the hole, 
and the keg was generally removed from the site, at 
least 10 yards, before firing.  

On this occasion the lid was not put back on the 
keg as it was broken and the keg was not moved 
away from the site, remaining about 18 inches behind 

Jasper. On calling out “fire” the other workers moved 
away from the detonation site and then heard the 
explosion. They then found Jasper on the ground with 
severe burns to his upper body. 

“One of the men, Samuel Gibson, lifted the injured 
man, who was burned terribly about the face and 
chest, and had him removed to the nearest township. 
He afterwards made arrangements for the injured man 
to be conveyed to the city, and accompanied him to 
Prince’s bridge railway station, where they were met 
by the Fire Brigades’ Ambulance.” 

Jasper Simpkins died the next day, 29th March 
1900 at the Melbourne Hospital.

Inquest
At the inquest it was discovered that the fuse 

remained unlit. 

“Coroner : How did it happen? 

Witness Samuel Collins : There might be several 
ways. The head of the match might have  jumped 
into the keg; or the fuse might have been slow in 
“spitting,” that is, in lighting, and deceased might 
have held  the match until it burnt his fingers, and then 
thrown it quickly away in a direction which would 

landed it in the 
keg.”

The verdict 
of the inquest 
was that Jasper 
Simpkins 
was wholly 
responsible 
for his own 
death. The 
coroner “added 
a rider that 
the Railway 
department 
should frame 
regulations 
governing the 
use and storage 
of explosives, 
cause printed 

instructions to 
be issued and instruct responsible officers to enforce 
them.” 

References
Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1957), Wednesday 

28 March 1900, page 5.

Weekly Times (Melbourne, Vic. : 1869 - 1954), 
Saturday 31 March 1900, page 19.

Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1957), Tuesday 10 
April 1900, page 6.

00032 First train to Wandin 1901 (6th March).
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Lorraine Smith
1. What sporting group was behind the rotunda? Why was it moved there? 

2. What was the name of Olinda Creek? 

3. Why was Lillydale important to the gold rush at Wood’s Point?

4. There is a flowering Queensland Firewheel Tree planted at Melba Park why was it planted?

5. The gates at the Museum have been repaired why were they erected?

6. What happened in 1902 especially at the rotunda? 

7. There is a bell tower in the picture behind the rotunda. Who rang it at the end of WW1?

8. Where is the plaque for James Drummond Burns? A young man lost at war his father was minister at the church 
1912 to 1916.

9. Tara in Gardner St, from 1950s was purchased by a succession of Italian Families from Airuzzo. What 
happened there?

Answers on page 10.

How much do you know about Lilydale?

00266 Main Street North, looking east, Lilydale 1920.

Stopping traffic in Main Street 1911 style
Back in 1911 there was a novel suggestion of how to keep the traffic, tourists and business in Lilydale:

“If Lilydale Council wants to keep all the traffic and put trade in Lilydale, they ought to make a hole in the 
bridge over the Olinda near Steven’s pub Olinda Creek Hotel today) and that would secure it alright”

Letter from D Rodes to the Editor complaining about the poor roads from Lilydale to Healesville. March 31, 
1911 pg 2.



Page 6

Lilydale Express December 17, 1920 pg3.

Thank you
Thank you to members who have renewed their 

membership and a special thank you to those who 
kindly added a donation, your support is greatly 
appreciated in these difficult times. Even though we 
are not open the gas, electricity, telephone  bills etc 
keep arriving and your donations have helped us to 
keep the society financial and pay our bills.
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Christmas advertisement of 100 years ago.

Christmas Lilydale style 1921.

00157 Main St Lilydale, north side looking west. From 
right to left is: Lilydale House J.T. Phillips the lane way, 
and Crown Hotel. Moved  across the road on March 10, 
1922.

05342 Ladies and gents watching the lawn bowls action on 
the Liydale Bowling Club’s greens in Main Street, Lilydale. 
c 1908-1922. Note the Commercial Hotel, J.T Phillips store 
and the Lilydale Hotel are in the background.

Support our Sponsors
Our sponsors are local people 

who love their history and support 
us in every way. Their sponsorship 
contributes to our rent and court house 
costs. Without them we would not 
be able to remain in the Old Lilydale 
Court House. So please support those 
who support us.
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For the Stamp Collectors
Joy Gothe

During the COVID 19  lock down I have 
resurrected my stamp collection and realised that 
many of you may not be aware of our local connection 
with Australia’s first Postage stamp.

William Blamire Young, (also known as Blamire 
Young), was born at Londesborough, Yorkshire on 9 
August 1862, the second son of a family of 12.  He 
was educated at  Walthamstow, where he received 
a classical training, and going on to Cambridge 
University he specialised in mathematics and became 
associated with the Cambridge Fine Art Society.

It had been intended that he should become a 
clergyman, but Young felt that he had no vocation for 
that work and obtained the position of mathematical 
master at Katoomba College, in NSW Australia.

In his spare time he practised painting, and meeting 
Phil May received some instruction from him in 
painting in oil. He also became interested in Poster 
Art. He began exhibiting at the Victorian Artists’ 
Society, but sales were few and the one-man show 
was then unknown. During his visit to England he had 
married Mabel Sawyer an expert wood-carver.

It was not until 1911 that the appreciation of 
Young’s art really began to be shown. In that year he 
held an exhibition at Melbourne of small pictures, 
Sales were good, partly because the prices were low, 
and the artist was sufficiently encouraged to hold an 
exhibition at Adelaide. This was both an artistic and a 
financial success, other shows followed in Melbourne 
and Sydney, and at last, in his 50th  year, Young’s 
reputation as an artist was established. His Art 
works are held in most public galleries in Australia, 
including the Australian National Gallery, the Art 
Gallery of NSW and the National Gallery of Victoria

In 1911 he was commissioned by the Postmaster-
General of Australia, C E Frazer, to produce new 
designs for the first Commonwealth of Australia 
stamps. He submitted the designs in January 1912. . 

This design was first issued on 2 January 1913 and 
continued to be in use till 1935 concurrently with 
other stamps. There were 15 definitive stamps printed 
all different colours with a range of values from ½d  to 
2 pound.

These were the first uniform Commonwealth 
stamps issued in Australia, replacing the Colonial 
(or State) issues, although the early design stamps 
(Colonial or State Issues) remained valid for postage 
until February 13th 1966 (at which time Decimal 
Currency came into effect in Australia).  

The “Kangaroo” issue was in use until 1950, being 
then replaced by the “Coat of Arms” issue for the high 
values and the King George VI issue for the lower 
values. 

Blamire Young lived in Edinburgh Road near the 
corner of Swansea Road (diagonally opposite the York 
on Lilydale). Along with a beautiful manicured garden 
he also had a 7 hole golf course on the property. Later 
after his passing his widow Mabel Young purchased 
a 2 story house at Greens Corner in Montrose. The 
house still stands there to this day. (Greens Corner is 
at the intersection of Canterbury and Mt Dandenong 

 VIIth Australian Light Horse Victorian Mounted Rifles 
(1904) - Wikipedia                                  
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Roads).  He was  regular visitor to Coombe  Cottage. 
Both he and his wife  Mabel were guests at the many 
parties Melba staged when she was at Coombe. Also 
became an Art Critic for the Melbourne “Herald”.

His early legacy to Australia was remembered and 
in September 1976 he was honoured during National 
Stamp Week on an 18c  postage stamp set  issued by 
Australia Post for his work as designer of the first 
Australian postage stamp. A Miniature Collectors 
sheet was also released with 4 different coloured 
stamps.

Blamire Young died on 14th  January 1935, aged 
72  at his home ‘Mutamaro’ in Edinburgh Road and he 
was buried in Lilydale Cemetery.

In his Obituary in the Lilydale Express on January 
18, 1935 there was no mention of his valuable 
contribution to Australian to Australian History. With 
the first Stamps that were designed by him and are 
much sort after and treasured by Stamp Collectors 
World wide, 

Sources:
Australian Dictionary of Bibliography Vol 12. Article 
by Elly Fink.

Things Past  Newsletter 21  October 2009  - Mount 
Evelyn History Group Inc.

Things Past  Newsletter 61  March 2013  - Mount 
Evelyn History Group Inc.

A Tour of the Lilydale Cemetery 1861-1994 Vol.1 by 
Sandy Ross.

Lilydale Cemetery Tours -  Melba and Her Mates  by 

Keith Lithgow (Photo).

Wikipedia – Blamire Young.

The Lilydale Express Friday January 18, 1935.

MutualArt Website.

Lilydale Express January 18, 1935 pg 3.

Membership outstanding
If you receive this newsletter by mail and there’s 

a red sticker next to your name and address it’s a 
friendly reminder to let you know your membership is 
overdue. Those who receive their newsletter by  e-mail 
will receive a  friendly e-mail from our treasurer. You 
can pay into our bank account. Bank of Australia BSB 
313140 Account 01202963 or send a cheque. Your 
continued support is greatly appreciated.
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Answers from page 5 Quiz
1. Bowling club, moved from Melba Park because the yabbies kept digging holes. 2. Running Creek. 3. Lillydale 

was the stopping place to pick up supplies & give their horses a rest. 4. Queen Elizabeth 11 jubilee. 5. The gates 
were erected in memory of David Mitchell who died in 1916 by Dame Nellie Melba. 6. Lillydale welcomed Melba 
back & on the rotunda she was presented with and illuminated address. 7. Melba as she was the only one to have a 
phone in the area. 8. The stone & plaque are at the War memorial Lilydale Uniting Church were able to get a grant 
for this to happen. 9. The family used the house as a “half way” house to help other families migrate from their 
native village in Italy and settle in the Lilydale district. 

Nomination Form

Lilydale & District Historical Society Inc.

AGM Saturday 5/12/2020 at 1pm

People nominating for positions and those moving or seconding the nominations must be financial members of 
the society.

Position: President, Vice President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and up to 6 committee members.

Position……………………………………………………………Person nominated………………………………………………………………………….

Signature…………………………………………………………

Mover of nomination………………………………………Signature of Mover…………………………………………………………………………

Seconder of nomination…………………………………Signature of Seconder……………………………………………………………………..

Nominations must be lodged with the secretary at the Old Lilydale Court House by 4pm on Friday 28/11/2020

New Moorooolbark History
Mooroolbark has always been prized territory. 

It is part of the sacred home land of the Wurundjeri 
people, it was valued by the original European settlers 
for its abundant grazing land, it was hailed for decades as 
prime pastures for dairying and its subdivisions have made 
cherished homes for thousands of suburbanites. 

The story of the evolution of Mooroolbark from 
farm land to the most populated suburb in the district 
is a reflection of how highly thought of it is. Rich soil, 
beautiful scenic surrounds and park lands, access to a 
railway and a thriving business and community centre are 
just some of its assets. 

Its record is unique and there is only one company 
who can chronicle it - Methven Professionals. We have 
played a large and consistent part in its development; we 
were there during those heady days when paddocks were 
rapidly turned into streets and avenues and we found 
accommodation for thousands of its residents to call home. 
We have also played an active part in supporting and 

growing its community. 

The book is $40 hardcover and $20 soft cover 
and can be purchased from Methven Real Estate, 
Mooroolbark.

(From the back cover of the book)  

Front cover of the new Mooroolbark history by A J 
McAleer OAM. & Geoff Earney FREI, CEA (REIV). 

Nominations for the LDHS Committee
If you would like to nominate for any positions on the society’s committee please conplete the form below and 

return it to us by Friday, November 27, 2020.
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Facebook and Instagram Stats 
For those who already follow our Lilydale & District 

Historical Society posts we now also have a Facebook 
page Nellie Melba Museum and  a Instagram page 
NellieMelbaMuseum , our first photo was of Melba  
taken on the 8th November 1902 on her return to her 
beloved Lilydale, taken at Cave Hill  with her brother 
Charlie Mitchell and a pet kangaroo.  See below photo. 
(Sue photo reference 06959) 

The people of Lilydale gave Melba an enthusiastic 
welcome home that day  which included a procession 
to Cave Hill from the band rotunda in Main Street. That 
evening her brother Charles Mitchell gave a dinner at 
the modern, well appointed Crown Hotel. At the close 
of the evening Madame Melba and her party walked to 
the railway station, escorted by a torchlight procession 
and the local band where she was given a most 
enthusiastic send off.      

Early next year we hope to launch our revamped 
nelliemelbamuseum website. The original site is still 
working but many hundreds of hours have been put in 
to updating not only the look of the website, but also 
additional information on the life of Melba.  

From the collection 
The last couple of months have been great for 

cataloguing and we now have all our 45 gramophone 
records of Melba catalogued.

 These include recordings from 1904  to 1926 
recorded in London and New York including some 
rare recordings that were not released at the time of 
recording. 

06959 Madam Melba and Charlie Mitchell with a kangaroo, 
November 8, 1902.

Right: 17103 HMV recording of Dame Nellie Melba, New 
York & Cambden 1907.

Lilydale & District Historical Society AGM

1pm Saturday 5 December, 2020 (AEDT)          
Due to Covid, this year’s AGM will be held via 

Zoom. The Zoom will be set up and run for us by the 
RHSV for which we are extremely grateful. Below 
are the details on how you can log in a be a part of the 
meeting from your arm chair at home.            

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89547250722?pwd=L1hw
dE5MdGZvOU9Ea2dKcWFUbFA5Zz09

Meeting ID: 895 4725 0722

Passcode: 562051

Or if you will be joining the meeting by telephone:

One tap mobile

+61861193900,,89547250722#,,,,,,0#,,562051# 
Australia

+61871501149,,89547250722#,,,,,,0#,,562051# 
Australia

 Dial by your location

        +61 8 6119 3900 Australia

        +61 8 7150 1149 Australia

        +61 2 8015 6011 Australia

        +61 3 7018 2005 Australia

        +61 7 3185 3730 Australia

Meeting ID: 895 4725 0722

Passcode: 562051

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/
kmvAzrkaN
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Now & Then

Membership Subscription 2020-2021 now due 

Membership Subscriptions 2020-2021 were due on the 1st July 2020 (If you are not sure if 
you are financial, please ring Phil on 0488 403 155 to check.)

Name of Member: ________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

Telephone: ______________________________

Family Membership  ...................................  $25.00
Single membership  ...................................  $20.00
Pensioners  .................................... $15.00
Students (under 16 years)  ...................................... $5.00
Business   .................................... $30.00

Donation enclosed: $...................

Amount enclosed:  $ ....................

SEND TO:
The Treasurer

Lilydale & District 
Historical Society

P.O. Box 834,
LILYDALE 3140

If undeliverable return to:

Lilydale & District Historical Society

P.O. Box 834, Lilydale Vic 3140

Lilydale & District 
Historical Society Inc
P.O. Box 834,
Lilydale Vic 3140
email: 
info@lilydalehistorical.
com.au
website:
www.lilydalehistorical.
com.au

Now & Then by 
email

With the rising costs 
of paper and postage, 
the society is inviting 

members who are 
happy to receive 

their newsletter by 
email to contact 

Sue Thompson at: 
suethompson50@ 
ozemail.com.au 

and I will email a 
copy to you.

Back copies are 
also available 
electronically. 

Members are the life blood of any 
organisation and that includes your society.

As a member you receive many benefits:
•	 Free access to our extensive archive of 

families, places and events in our com-
munity;

•	 Free access to our digital archives such 
as the Lillydale Express and rate books;

•	 Four issues each year of our newsletter 

Now & Then by either mail or email
•	 Invitations to all our special events, talks 

and tours; 
•	 Discounts on all our publications; and
•	 Opportunity to learn more about our local 

history.
Renew your membership or invite a friend to 
join our society today by filling out the form 
below.

If a red dot appears on your address label your membership is due.

Your Membership

Please help us
A vital source of income for the society is its membership subscriptions. If you are yet to 

pay your membership renewal for the 2018-2019 which was due of July 1,  Please renew by 
using the form below or by emailing our treasurer Philip Burton who will provide you with 
banking details for your renewal. We value your support and your membership by offering a 
range of services and discounts as listed below.

Philip’s email is: philip.burton6@bigpond.com


