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Sandy Ross
Photographer, author and 

archivist

Researcher: Philip Burton
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Sandy Ross (1935 to 2019)                                     
Sandy was born on February 17, 1935 at Forres, near Inverness in Scotland.  One of four children to Alex and 
Ruth Ross. He arrived in Lilydale in 1950 as a 15-year-old. Later, he spent 23 years with the Country Roads 
Board as an assistant engineer.

Within the first few days of his arrival in Lilydale, Sandy met, through the local Baptist Church, a family 
called Hutchinson. This had a profound effect on his life as he married one of the daughters of Les and Doris 
Hutchinson. Their family history went back to the 1860s in Australia. In January 1962 he married Hazel 
Hutchinson and settled down to life at Lilydale. 

Hazel and Sandy had two children, one boy Fraser, one girl Wendy, they bought a block of land in Gladstone 
Street, Lilydale, eventually moving to Chirnside Park and then Tudor Village, Lilydale where Hazel still 
lives.

00579 Members of the Lilydale & District Historical Society during its first meeting in new club room 
at the former Lilydale Shire Office, Castella street, Lilydale in July 1973. Sandy’s Neg No. F579. 
 Left to right: Sandy Ross, Ruth Sinclair, Hec Sebire, Bertha Sebire, Jack Lundy-Clark, Christine 
Gray, Leigh Blackburn, Merv Wenker, unknown, Violet Walker, unknown. LDHS Minute Book1971-
1976 pg 75 shows additional attendees were Mr Hall and Mr Maynard.
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Voyage to Australia 
(From Sandy’s story in Reminiscences of Life 1950 – 1960)

My father came to Australia as a young man in the 1927-1930 period, he and his mate both from Scotland, 
spent time in West Australia, around the Lake Grace area, felling trees and clearing the land for farming. 
They loved the lifestyle, weather and freedom to work for themselves and make their own decisions.

He had to return to Scotland for family reasons, but he never lost his love for this country. He went through 
the Second World War with the British Army in North Africa and then Italy, and when the war was finished, 
he spent a lot of time applying to immigrate out to Australia. 

Struck gold

His stories of this country also gave my brother and two sisters a desire to see what this country was all 
about. In 1950 we struck “gold’ when a farmer from Lilydale advertised in our local paper for a family to 
come out and work on his farm at Coldstream. We had an interview with his representative at Leicester and 
although we children were a bit younger than he would have liked he was willing to accept us as a family. 
I went with my dad to Australia House in London to see about the necessary arrangement that would be 
required to get us on our way.

The voyage
When we got the final date to sail, we sold up our furniture etc., and packed the rest of our possessions in 
three wooden cases, cleaned up the house and said good-bye to friends and neighbours and then slept with 
other friends overnight ready to get the 3pm train to Tilbury in the south of England the next day the fourth 
of May. It was all beginning to be a big adventure for us kids as it was for mum and dad who had to do all the 
worrying and make the decisions to make sure we arrived on time. We boarded the ship “Otranto” with many 
other such families looking for a new life. We were shown our quarters, the men had a six-berth cabin with 
other men and the ladies had a similar arrangement with three other ladies. We then cast off from the docks 
and set off for a new country.

My first recollections of the next day was a long queue outside the canteen where they were selling sweets 
and chocolates, we had all been on ration tickets during and after the war that it was a new experience to be 
able to buy as much as you could afford.

Life on board for the children was “heaven” as we spent all day racing around the ship, playing chasey and 
hide and seek, then learning to swim in the pool and only really stopping for meals and a sleep. We sailed via 
the Mediterranean Sea, through the Suez Canal, calling at Port Said and then Ceylon. I got off with my dad to 
have a look at these places but remember them as being dirty and smelly.

Arrival in Melbourne
After 33 days of sailing we finally arrived at Melbourne on Monday the 5th June, 1950 and we were met at 
the docks by a lady with a Land Rover and a man with a Rolls Royce – “Things were looking up “.

We were driven to a wooden house with a stone fence in Main Street, Lilydale where Eales and McKenzie 
had their premises (2001). We soon found out from dad that the farm we were to work on had been sold, so 
we had no job but we could rent the house on a weekly basis while we straightened ourselves out.



Page 4 LDHS 2020 display:  Writing for the Future - Sandy Ross

Lilydale & District Historical Society website: www.lilydalehistorical.com.au email: info@lilydalehistorical.com.au

Research
Before the days of microfiche Sandy would finish work on a Monday night at the Country Roads Board in 
Kew and spend the evening at the State Library searching through the hard copies of the Lilydale Express and 
hand writing down articles of historical significance to add to his files.  

Lilydale Leader, January 25, 2000.



LDHS 2020 display:  Writing for the Future - Sandy Ross  Page 5 

Lilydale & District Historical Society website: www.lilydalehistorical.com.au email: info@lilydalehistorical.com.au

Lasting Legacy
Sandy’s  lasting legacy to our society is our photographic collection. Sandy spent spent many of his precious 
spare hours in his dark room at home to make sure the history of Lilydale and the surrounding district is 
preserved for future generations. While sitting in that first meeting in 1971 to form the Lilydale & District 
Historical Society, he realised what was ahead for him and the impact his on-going life’s work would have in 
his community. His first historical photographic assignment was producing images for the Shire of Lillydale’s 
Billanook Country book. These were quickly followed by the histories of Mooroolbark and Montrose.

Realising the importance of copying and preserving our photographic past, Sandy set about creating what will 
be his lasting legacy: his photographic and negative collection of more than 4,000 images.

Not only has he preserved the images, but through the sale and reproduction of these images, the society has 
been able to generate income, ensure our on-going survival and develop fabulous photographic displays.

Sandy was also in demand by other societies and various publications - Wandin & District, Upper Yarra 
Historical Society spring to mind while he was involved in the histories of Silvan, Mt Evelyn Primary School, 
Seville history and the Seville School book.

Photographing for the future
He also recognised that today’s events are tomorrow’s history so he began taking photographs of every event 
in the town be it a demolition of a house or shop, new building or a street parade.

Every few years he went along Lilydale’s Main Street and took photographs which form a wonderful 
snapshot of the changes that have occurred over time. We are now drawing heavily on these images as we 
trace the story of the shops of Main Street.

During his 48 years membership of our society, he served on the society’s committee in various capacities 
including archivist; vice president and president. But it was in his role as archivist/photographer that Sandy 
excelled.

Lilydale Leader July 21, 2003 pg 15.
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Promotion of Sandy’s new streets book in the Lilydale Leader of January 9, 2006.
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Lillydale Express
Sandy was also instrumental in putting all of the local newspapers – the Lilydale Express – from1886 through 
to the 1960s on microfilm and later to be digitised. Today, with a bequest from the late Jim Sawyer and a 
donation from Life Member Christine Gray, we are now making the Express available online via the National 
Library of Australia’s Trove so people from around the world with links to our district can access to their 
family history.

Publications 

Sandy has written four books and collaborated in many more drawing from his valuable collection of 
photographs. 

His books are:

Bricks by the Million.

Growing History of Lilydale’s Trees.

30 Years of History (1971 – 2001) A Brief History of Lilydale & District Historical Society.

What’s Behind the Name? The history of 50 street names of Lilydale.

He has collaborated with other members on the:

Lilydale Cemetery Tours – 3 booklets

Our History Our Heritage Walk.
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Tours 
Sandy spent many hours wandering around Lilydale Cemetery, taking photographs and researching the lives 
of early district pioneers. He developed our first Lilydale Cemetery booklet and led tours for many years. He 
also co-ordinated the erection of 28 markers telling the stories of pioneers buried at the cemetery. The project 
was jointly funded by the Lilydale Cemetery Trust, Matthews Funerals and the society.

Protecting our History 

Not one to shirk a fight, Sandy has been involved in several battles to protect and enhance the heritage of the 
area including retaining the trees in Main Street, opposing the building of a mausoleum at Lilydale Cemetery 
which would have destroyed unmarked graves and succeeded in having the Oliver Memorial Gates re-built 
after a council truck knocked them down.

He stopped the removal of our famous street trees. We are continuing his work as we lobby for our trees and 
the renovation of the David Mitchell Gates.

Sandy Ross article in the Lilydale Express about the society’s cemetery tours. Published February 
16, 2010
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Sandy’s 2001 Certificate of 
Appreciation for all his volunteer work 
over the years.

Recognition of his work

Life Member
He served on the Lilydale Museum Board of Management from 1989 until it was wound up in 2010. 

Sandy  became a Life Member of the society in 1993 for his outstanding contribution to researching and 
recording of local history of the old Shire of Lillydale.

Certificate of Appreciation
Sandy was awarded two Certificate of Appreciation in the International Year of Volunteers 2001 and a Yarra 

Ranges Council Certificate of Recognition on Australia Day 2006

Award of Merit
In 2013 the President of the Royal Historical Society of Victoria Associate Professor Don Garden awarded 
Sandy with the RHSV’s Award of Merit in recognition of his service to local heritage.
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RHSV president, Don Garden after presenting Sandy Ross with his Award of Merit on July 13, 
2013. With Sandy is Hazel, daughter Wendy and young friend.

Sandy Ross by the newly planted Queen Elizabeth II tree in Melba Park, Lilydale. Published on 
November 19, 2013.
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References:
Reminiscences of Life

Lilydale Express and Lillydale Leader.

Now & Then newsletter February 2019.


