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Meeting 
Dates

	 March	6
	 April	10	(changed			
	 due	to	Easter)
	 May	1
	 June	5

All meetings are held 
on the 1st Saturday 

of the month (except 
January) commencing 

at 1 pm at the 
Athenaeum Theatre

Castella St., Lilydale.
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Heritage Walk at Cemetery
Unique partnership formed

For	more	than	12	
months	the	society	
has	been	working	in	
partnership	with	the	
Lilydale	Cemetery	Trust	
and	William	Matthews	
Funerals	to	create	a	
heritage	trail	at	the	
Lilydale	Cemetery.
For	more	than	15	
years,	the	society	has	
been	offering	groups	
and	organisations	
tours	of	the	historic,	
National	Trust	classified	
cemetery.
Now,	thanks	to	the	
financial	support	of	
the	trust	and	William	
Matthews	Funerals,	
anyone	will	be	able	to	
wander	around	the	cemetery	and	learn	
more	about	the	colourful	past	of	the	
district’s	residents	and	the	district’s	social	
history.
For	its	part,	the	society	provided	the	
research	and	photographs	used	on	the	26	
markers	erected	by	the	graves	of	people	

from	the	arts,	business,	military,	farming,	
retail	and	social	world	of	the	district.
The	Lilydale	Cemetery	Trust	and	William	
Matthews	Funerals	provided	the	$8000	
needed	to	complete	the	work	which	
involved	erecting	the	plaques,	the	sign	
depicting	the	location	and	names	of	
people	on	the	Heritage	Trail	and	a	holder	
for	our	brochures	about	the	cemetery.
“Since	1995,	the	society	has	produced	
four	books	about	the	people	and	families	
in	the	cemetery,	including	those	who,	
although	important,	do	not	have	any	
headstone,”	society	president	Sandy	Ross	
said.
“This	was	a	special	project	and	we	are	
grateful	for	the	support	of	our	special	
partners.
“The	Heritage	Trail	shows	how	history	
can	work	with	business	to	enhance	our	
understanding	of	our	past.”
Mr	Ross	said	the	society	is	now	looking	
at	new	and	creative	ways	to	form	other	
partnerships	with	the	town’s	many	
businesses	and	organisations.
See page 2 for the Heritage Walk names.

Captain William Scurry’s plaque and grave.
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Heritage Walk names
1.		 Dr	Arthur	Syme
2.		 Mary	Hussey	(Parks)
3.		 Jessie	Mary	Vasey
4.		 James	(Jimmy)	Ah-Tak
5.		 Ernest	Buckmaster
6.		 de	Pury	family
7.		 Henry	Davey	Artis
8.		 John	Lithgow
9.		 William	Forbes	Hutton
10.	 John	Ewart
11.		 William	Blaimire	Young
12.		 John	Hutchinson
13.		 Robert	Black
14.		 Daniel	Cameron
15.		 Capt	Alexander	Robertson
16.		 David	Mitchell
17.		 Dame	Nellie	Melba
18.		 Henry	Sebire
19.		 Hill	family
20.	 	Henry	Perrin
21.		 Thomas	Hand
22.		 Johann	Burgi
23		 Sisters	of	Mercy
24.	 	Deschamps	family
25.		 John,	William	&	Michael	Upton
26.		 Capt	William	Charles	Scurry

How much do you know about the 

Lilydale Cemetery?

Q1.	 Where	did	the	Cemetery	Trust	meet	for	their	
meetings?

Q2.	 How	many	gallons	of	milk	did	John	Kerr	send	to	
Melbourne	each	day	in	1880?

Q3.	 What	does	Ivy	symbolize?
Q4.	 Who	created	Melba	Dame	Commander	of	British	

Empire?
Q5.	 Who	flew	the	first	powered	aircraft	at	Diggers	

Rest?
Q6.	 What	year	did	David	Mitchell	purchased	Cave	Hill	

Quarry?
Q7.	 Which	city	in	Australia	did	Melba	die	on	the	23rd	

February	1931?
Q8.	 1864	marks	the	oldest	headstone	in	the	cemetery,	

what	is	the	family	name?
Q9.	 What	was	Daniel	Cameron’s	occupation	before	he	

became	the	local	candidate	for	the	first	Parliament	
in	Victoria?

Q10.	 What	does	an	urn	on	a	headstone	symbolise?	
For answers go to page 8.

Jimmy Ah Tak (b. - d. 1916) was a Chinese man whose 
occupation was described as gardener. He was one of the 
early Lilydale’s great characters.

He had a fondness for the good things in life and one of 
his chief weaknesses was poultry - many good citizens 
who lost a pair of fowls generally knew where they went. 
He made an attempt to become a teacher of Chinese 
and had a room in a house in Main Street set up for this 
purpose. 

Despite having a class of boys, the project failed. 
Jimmy sent an account to each pupil for payment but no 
settlement was ever made.

Jimmy often attended Chinese New Year celebrations 
and returned clad in a suit with a boxer hat to match. 
Generally, it was too large and covered  his ears.

On one occasion, five young men of the town were 
charged with behaving in an insulting manner in a public 
place: they called out names against an old Chinese 
resident with the intention of getting a reaction from him. 
But no harm ever came to Jimmy as he was much too 
precious to the town.

Illness caused Jimmy to be conveyed by ambulance 
to Melbourne Hospital where he died a few days later. 
Thanks to the charity of a local lady, his body was 
brought back to Lilydale for burial with the rites of the 
church to which he belonged.

Twelve months after his death, a woman was cleaning 
Jimmy’s former premises in Lilydale and found a small 
tobacco box containing £30 in gold sovereigns and half 
sovereigns. She realised the money had belonged to 
Jimmy Ah Tak and handed it in at the local police station.

Despite finding Jimmy’s money, his remains are buried in 
an unmarked grave in the Lilydale Cemetery.

Our Chinese past
In	the	early	days,	the	Chinese	were	a	familiar	part	of	Lilydale’s	
history.	Today,	their	roles	and	contribution	as	domestics	and	
market	gardeners	has	been	largely	forgotten.	
One	much	loved	and	well	remembered	Chinese	
businessman	was	 Jimmy Ah-Tak. Now anyone who 
visits Lilydale Cemetery will be able to appreciate his 
contribution to our history.

Jimmy	Ah-Tak’s	unmarked	grave	at	Lilydale	Cemetery	now	
has	its	place	in	history	on	the	Heritage	Walk.
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As we pause to remember the passing of Dame Nellie Melba DBE, GBE on February 23, 1931, it provides 
us all with the chance to reflect on another part of the life of Australia’s first international star.

Melba: A singer in politics?
Today Australia has a former pop singer as a Member of 
Parliament.

In Britain there was a strong push to have another singer 
enter parliament. While it may not seem unusual today, 
it would have been a first in May 1923 when the scribes 
of Fleet Street were promoting the idea of Dame Nellie 
Melba DBE, GBE adding MP to her achievements.

The headlines said:

Dame Nellie Melba to Stand for Parliament 

“I Can Speak Well and I have Brains,”  

Singer in Politics?

Dame Melba, M.P.? Famous Singer’s Fancy for Politics.

While it may have generated headlines, it certainly 
would have re-written the history books. 

Melba was recovering from a serious operation at the 
time but didn’t dismiss the idea:

“It has been suggested that I might stand for Parliament, 
and I will admit I am not opposed to the idea.

“After all, I can speak well, and I have a few brains you 
know.” (The Daily Mirror May 3, 1923)

An article later edition of The Daily Mirror summed 
things up:

Sweeter tones than have ever yet been heard in the 
House of Commons will resound there if Dame Melba 
fulfils her intention of standing for Parliament.

She will be elected surely; for what platform audience, 
what constituency, could resist the sound of that voice? 
Any way should not the most delightful of singers, as 
well as one of the pluckiest of women workers, play her 
part in the direction of public business?

Dame Nellie Melba, daughter-in-law Evie Armstrong 
and grand-daughter Pamela Armstong about 1920.

(Continued page 6.)



No-one will ever forget Black Saturday and the destruction it created in our region which is regarded as one of the 
most bushfire prone in the world. Today, there are still many people who recall that other terrible time when the hills 
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and the valley were ablaze in January 1962. These two pages of the original newspaper of the time are courtesy of 
Dorothy Hill whose husband Colin (next page top left) was one of the hundreds of people who battled those fires.
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Our only doubt it whether the strain of speaking will 
spoil the harmony of musical utterance. That would be 
our infinite loss. There are many mere politicians, too 
many voluble speakers. A singer like Melba comes only 
once or twice a century.”

Melba continued her performance schedule but did 
take time to explain who the idea of her standing for 
Parliament arose to the Manchester Chronicle:

“I don’t know how these things get in the papers,” she 
said, “but I’ll tell you exactly how it all arose.

“I was talking with some friends one night and 
mentioned causally that politics, as a career for a woman, 
had a strong attraction for me.

“Now all sorts of inferences are being drawn from that 
chance remark. I have absolutely no plans, and have not 
been approached by the Conservative organisers.

“There is, of course, no other party that I would stand 
for. I have done a good deal of public speaking in my 
time, and did my bit to help Lady Bathurst’s son at 

Southampton at the General Election.

“Public speaking attracts me,” she added, “and it may 
be that when I give up singing I may turn to politics and 
join Lady Astor (1) and Mrs Wintringham (2).

“As present, however, my plans are quite vague. I have 
not been approached in any ways, and I have nothing 
definite in view.” (May 31, 1923)

(1) Lady Nancy Astor (1879-1964) married Waldorf Astor who 
became the Conservative MP for Plymouth Sutton in 1910. Following 
the death of his father he had to relinquish his seat because he 
inherited his title of Viscount Astor. His wife decided to stand in 
Plymouth Sutton in his place and won the election in November 
1919, beating her main rival, Liberal Isaac Foot. She became the first 
woman MP to take her seat in the House of Commons. She resigned 
in 1945.

(2)Mrs  Margaret Wintringham (nee 1879 - March 10, 1955) was 
the second woman to be elected to the British Parliament, winning  
Louth, the seat of her late husband on September 22, 1921. She 

remained in Parliament until October 29, 1924.

Melba: A singer in politics?
(Continued from page 3)

Dame Nellie Melba’s 
funeral 

February 26, 1931

Above: The funeral procession 
along Collins Street, Melbourne. 

Right: The cortege is transferred 
to the gun carriage at the War 
Memorial, Main Street, Lilydale.
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Whitehorse Road 
(The Lilydale Express December 4, 1931)

By “Den.” in the “Herald.”

By White Horse Tavern, White Horse road
In olden days wound down;
And many a wagon bore its load
And many a bullock felt the goad
From town to country town.
Thro’ Ringwood on, by hill and vale,
Their patient way they went,
Until they came to Lilydale,
The olden town of Lilydale,
And teamsters paused at Lilydale,
A place of calm content.

But days of bitumen and tar
Have changed an ancient mode;
And now the speeding motor car,
Where traffic-cops and bowsers are,
Go down the White Horse road.
Upon a smooth, broad way they sail,
Till, sudden, up and down, 
The bumps begin at Lilydale, 
The rocky road to Lilydale,
The holey road to Lilydale,
A very peaceful town.

Beyond the town the bumps are past,
And vexed springs settle down;
But many an angry look is cast
And many a curse speeds backward fast
Towards that backward town.
On to the foothills leads the trail
By smooth and pleasant ways,
But, oh, that stretch thro’ Lilydale!
The sleepy town of Lilydale.
Where folk still think, in Lilydale,
In terms of bullock drays. Lilydale Express August 24, 1956.

On the airwaves

Listen to the Radio Station 98.1 FM. The society is on 
the airwaves on the second Tuesday in the month from 
9,30 am to 10am. The other societies on other Tuesdays 
are Ringwood, Knox and Croydon

DVD project report
Thanks	to	the	generosity	of	a	member,	the	society	has	
received	another	donation	to	help	digitise	our	microfilm	
copies	of	the	Lilydale Express	and	have	them	available	
on	DVD.	If you would like to make a donation - no 
matter how small - to this project, contact either Sandy 
Ross on 9735 1661 or Sue Thompson 9761 9192.

See us at the Lilydale Library
Lilydale & District Historical Society members are 
now on duty at the Lilydale Library to help anyone 
with a research query. 
The times are:

First Saturday (meeting day): 10am – 12.30pm

Fourth Saturday: 1.15pm – 3.45pm

Second, third and fifth Saturdays: 1pm – 4pm

All Sundays: 1pm – 4pm.

For more information:
If you want to find out more information about the 
society, our local history, its people and places or Dame 
Nellie Melba go to:

www.lilydalehistorical.com .au or 

www.nelliemelbamuseum.com.au

Life Membership presented to 
Dorothy Hill

At our Christmas party, president Sandy Ross left 
Dot Hill speechless when he presented her with Life 
Membership of the society.

Dot Hill has been an active and supportive member 
for many years. Her business acumen, her no nonsense 
approach and determination to get on and get the job 
done has been appreciated by all members.

Dot has been a committee member for many years and 
is also one of the community reps on the Museum of 
Lilydale Board of Management (now Yarra Ranges 
Museum). She was also active in former Friends of 
Lillydale Museum group.

When accepting the certificate, Dot said it is not often 
she is left speechless but this was one such occasion.
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Membership Subscription 2009-2010
Membership Subscription 2009-2010 were due on the 1st June 2009. (If	you	are	not	sure	if	
you	are	financial,	please	ring	Lorraine	on	9735	1104	to	check.)

Name of Member: ________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

Telephone: ______________________________

Family Membership  ...................................  $20.00
Single membership  ...................................  $15.00
Pensioners  .................................... $10.00
Students (under 16 years)  ...................................... $5.00

Amount enclosed:  $ ....................

SEND TO:
The Treasurer

Lilydale & District 
Historical Society

P.O. Box 834,
LILYDALE 3140

If undeliverable return to:

Lilydale & District Historical Society

P.O. Box 834, Lilydale Vic 3140

Books for sale
When looking for your next gift to a family member or friend consider giving them a slice of 
our history and purchase one of the society’s many publications.

Every book sold means we raise more money towards fitting out our new home.

Prosperity & Progress (1889-1989) 
History of the former Shire of Lillydale Offices (Sue Thompson)  $5.00

Reminiscences of Life 
Notes and memories of Lilydale residents  
Edited by Sue Thompson & Myrna McBain $14.50

The Dandenong Volcano and Settlement in the Great Forest
John Lundy-Clarke $2.00

Also available
Yarra Valley Historical
A brief look at early life in the Valley during mid 1800s to 1900s
Vol 1. Issue 7. Special 36 page Lilydale Edition. $5.00

The Early History of Lillydale/Lilydale $5.00

Please ring Sandy on 97351661 for these books or any historical society publications.

Lilydale & District 
Historical Society Inc
P.O. Box 834,
Lilydale Vic 3140
email: aross35@bigpond.
com
website:
www.lilydalehistorical.
com.au

Now & Then by 
email

With the rising costs 
of paper and postage, 
the society is inviting 

members who are 
happy to receive 

their newsletter by 
email to contact Sue 

Thompson at

suethompson50@ 
ozemail.com.au 

and I will email a 
copy to you.

Back copies are 
also available 
electronically. 
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A1.	 David	Lithgow’s	Lilydale	Hotel.
A2.	 200	gallons.
A3.	 Friendship
A4.	 King	George	V.
A5.	 Harry	Houdini
A6.	 1878.

A7.	 Sydney.
A8.	 Hussey.	
A9.	 Gold	buyer	for	the	Bank	of	

N.S.W.
A10.	 Remembrance.

Lilydale Cemetery quizz answers


