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As It Happened launch November 26
On Sunday, November 26 the society will launch Val Sheehan’s fourth and final As
It Happened book. The society will also unveil its new display centred on the various
themes of Val’s books – sport, social, business, family, schools, transport and Melba.
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The display will remain until later next year.

Have a safe, happy Christmas
This will be our final edition for the year so on behalf of the society committee, I
wish all our members, friends, families and sponsors a safe and happy Christmas.
I trust 2018 will be
a wonderful year for
everyone and I hope to
catch up with many of you
throughout the year.
The Old Lilydale Court
House will close on Friday,
December 17 and re-open
on Wednesday, January 17.
Sue Thompson
President

Proudly supported by
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email: info@lilydalehistorical.com.au or suethompson50@ozemail.com.au
website: www.lilydalehistorical.com.au
Facebook: www.facebook.com/lilydaleandDistrictHistoricalSocietyInc/
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Support our Sponsors
Our sponsors are local people who love their
history and support us in every way. Their sponsorship
contributes to our rent and court house costs. Without
them we would not be able to remain in the Old Lilydale
Court House. So please support those who support us.

Talks, tours and walks

Anyone looking for a speaker or a different place to
go should contact Lorraine Smith as the society has
several members willing to give talks about their
area of special interest.
These include Melba, aspects of Lilydale township
and its history, Lilydale Cemetery, the Lilydale Express newspaper and Lilydale’s military history.
Contact Lorraine Smith on 9735 1104.

Speakers program

Since 1995 Paradigm 4 has been providing advice on
website design, site hosting and e-commerce to individuals and businesses throughout the Yarra Valley.
For more information
Phone: 9555 4408
Fax: 9751 2371
Email: webwork@paradigm4.com.au
Website: www.paradigm4.com.au

Lorraine Smith is presently compiling a list of
people to approach as guest speakers at the society
meetings or special events next year. If you have
heard someone - not necessarily related to heritage
- who you found interesting and entertaining, call
Lorraine on 9735 1104.

Book Indexer
Prompt, comprehensive and professional book
indexing. Make your work more accessible with
a well crafted index. Local and general histories a
speciality. Modest rates.
Contact: Judy Macdonald, mob. 0428263929
Judy is a highly valued member of our society
as our librarian and indexer. Currently, Judy is
heading up our book indexing team.
We can advise and arrange insurances on
your behalf including Home & Contents,
Private & Commercial Motor Vehicle,
Farm, Business Insurance, Liability and
much more.
When your insurances are due for Renewal give us a call.

Wilkinson Insurance Brokers
286 Main Street, Lilydale
Telephone: 9735 6333 Fax: 9735 3544
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Christmas in the Lilydale
district in 1950
Christmas was a time of celebration, gifts and most
importantly annual holidays. Below is a highlights
from the Lilydale Express in 1950.

Lilydale Express December 22, 1950.

Refurbishment of Lilydale landmark
Over the years, the society has had many people ask
about the history of our most public Main Street landmarks
- the War Memorial. In our collection we have various
images from the official opening onwards. One of our
researchers has compiled a brief time line on the memorial
post World War II. If anyone is interested to learn more,
please call into the Old Lilydale Court House and the
volunteers will provide you with all the relevant and
fascinating news items from the Lilydale Express and the
RSL Minute books.
•

March 1949 - Alteration to Soldier’s Memorial: The
marble statue of the Soldier on the Lilydale Soldier’s
Memorial is crumbling and no longer represented a
soldier at ease, his rifle had also long disappeared.
It was no longer a fitting tribute, so was removed. A
decision was then made to replace it with a beacon in
the shape of a vertical torch in which a perpetual light
was to be placed. (Lilydale Express March 4, 1949)

•

August 1949 - Alterations to Begin: Plans were in
the hands of masons to begin work on the memorial
, soldier to be replaced with red perspex in the shape
of a torch with a surrounding of protective iron work
which will be illuminated at nightfall. Names of the
fallen to be inscribed on the monument. (Lilydale
Express August 26, 1949)

•

April 1950 - Unveiling of New Memorial: Soldiers
names had been inscribed who died in both wars,
and a torch fixture had been added to the monument.
(Lilydale Express April 28,1950)

•

May 1950 - Tribute to the Fallen: Photo of the of
torch on top of monument. (Lilydale Express May 19,
1950)

•

June 1950 - War Monument Appeal: Permission had
been granted by the State Electricity Commission
for the Wiring of the torch , but lack of funds had
prevented further work from proceeding. The RSL
was now asking for donations from the public to
complete the work. It was estimated that at least 150
pounds would be needed. Some small donations had
already been received. (Lilydale Express June 2, 1950)

•

February 1951- Lilydale Dad’s Annual Meeting: The
Annual meeting of the Lilydale branch of the Soldiers’
and Sailors’ fathers Association the fact was brought
up that the alterations the Soldiers memorial had been
completed with the exception of installing the light in
the torch. Every effort was being made to expedite the
matter which they stated rested entirely with the State
Electricity Commission.(Lilydale Express February 9,
1951)

Note: The torch was never lit because no trader would
agree to have the power for it connected to their shop. It is
not known when the torch was removed.
Lilydale Express December 15, 1950.

Lilydale Express December 27, 1950

Like us on Facebook
The Lilydale Historical Society Facebook page is
promoting our ongoing activities plus sharing photos
from our amazing collection. We are trying to build an
appreciation and create an interest in our local history,
heritage and built environment. Each photo that is posted
has a small story which try’s to cover what the photo
represents.
Some of our followers comment on their memories
or personal history connected to the image. Followers
consist of local people, organisations, people from
around the world and general history buffs.
By telling stories about our history, Facebook
helps us to connect with the broader community and
society, explaining our social development and how
our community was built through the broader landscape
of time. It also allows us to promote our society on a
platform that is shared with the many other historical
societies, museums and institutions which foster history
here in Melbourne and Australia.
Below is one of our recent posts about the naming of
the Olive Tree Shopping Centre.
Post text: Following last weeks post on the site of
Woolworths Shopping Complex in Main Street, the site
was renamed The Olive Tree shopping centre around
1977.
This picture of the tree Olea europaea subsp europaea
Olive Tree situated in the carpark (now Bunnings) is

what gave the shopping centre its name. In the old days
the carpark area was part of a vineyard. Olive trees were
used among the vines then as windbreaks. This land was
originally owned by John Hutchinson.
This tree is Heritage Listed with the Yarra Ranges
Council and the National Trust of Australia ( Victoria ).
The tree can be found on the edge of the carpark facing
John Street. This tree is approximately 140 years old.
Please visit Facebook and search for Lilydale &
District Historical Society Inc.
Link:
www.facebook.com/LilydaleandDistrictHistoricalSocietyInc/

Seniors Week Walk
We had 10 people for the walk all enjoyed morning
tea before we set off, there was a few drops of rain to
begin with but cleared up and rest of walk was fine.
Outside the Shire Offices Phil sat them all down and
dazzled them all with his Technology wizardry in
producing Melba singing Home Sweet Home from his
IPad to a small round Bluetooth speaker. Every one
loved.
So an enjoyable morning for all.
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If undeliverable return to:
Lilydale & District Historical Society
P.O. Box 834, Lilydale Vic 3140

Please help us
Now & Then by
email

With the rising costs
of paper and postage,
the society is inviting
members who are
happy to receive
their newsletter by
email to contact
Sue Thompson at:
suethompson50@

ozemail.com.au
and I will email a
copy to you.
Back copies are
also available
electronically.

A vital source of income for the society is it membership subscriptions. If you are yet to
pay your membership renewal for the 2017-2018 which was due of July 1, Please renew by
using the form below or by emailing our treasurer Philip Burton who will provide you with
banking details for your renewal. We value your support and your membership by offering a
range of services and discounts as listed below.
Philip’s email is: philip.burton@rbia.com.au

Your Membership
Members are the life blood of any organisation and that includes your society.
As a member you receive many benefits:
• Free access to our extensive archive of
families, places and events in our community;
• Free access to our digital archives such
as the Lillydale Express and rate books;
• Four issues each year of our newsletter

Now & Then by either mail or email
• Invitations to all our special events, talks
and tours;
• Discounts on all our publications; and
• Opportunity to learn more about our local
history.
Renew your membership or invite a friend to
join our society today by filling out the form
below.

Membership Subscription 2017-2018 now due
Membership Subscriptions 2017-2018 was due on the 1st July 2017. (If you are not sure if
you are financial, please ring Lorraine on 9735 1104 to check.)
Name of Member:_________________________________________________________
Lilydale & District
Historical Society Inc
P.O. Box 834,
Lilydale Vic 3140
email:
info@lilydalehistorical.
com.au
website:

www.lilydalehistorical.
com.au

Now & Then

Address:________________________________________________________________
Telephone:_______________________________

If a red dot appears on your address label your membership is due.
Family Membership
.................................... $25.00
Single membership
.................................... $20.00
Pensioners
..................................... $15.00
Students (under 16 years) ....................................... $5.00
Amount enclosed: $.....................

SEND TO:
The Treasurer
Lilydale & District
Historical Society
P.O. Box 834,
LILYDALE 3140

